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Bury St Edmunds Circuit. 
Worship Sheet for 18th April 2021 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 
Welcome to worship  
We still ourselves ready for worship, to focus on God 
and his loving presence with us. 
 

 
 
Call to Worship:   
 
Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed, alleluia! 
 
Hymn:  StF 82 O Lord my God, when I in awesome 
wonder 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdE_NKyY_
o0 
 
Oh Lord, my God 
When I, in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works Thy hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed 
 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art 
 
And when I think that God, His Son not sparing 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing 
He bled and died to take away my sin 
 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration 
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art! 

 
Stuart K Hine (1899-1989) 

 
 
Prayers of Praise and thanksgiving 
 
We give thanks to you, Lord, 
for you have done marvellous things! 
 
When we were walking in darkness 
you were there, you were there, 
when we were kneeling in weakness 
you were there, you were there, 
when we drew near feeling worthless 
you were there, you were there, 
when we were needing forgiveness 
you were there, you were there, 
when we were searching for your grace 
you were there, you were there. 
 
We give thanks to you, Lord, 
for you have done marvellous things! 
Amen 
 
God, give us eyes to see 
the beauty of the Spring, 
And to behold Your majesty 
in every living thing - 
And may we see in lacy leaves 
and every budding flower 
The Hand that rules the universe 
with gentleness and power - 
And may this Easter grandeur 
that Spring lavishly imparts 
Awaken faded flowers of faith 
lying dormant in our hearts, 
And give us ears to hear, dear God, 
the Springtime song of birds 
With messages more meaningful 
than man's often empty words 
Telling harried human beings 
who are lost in dark despair - 
'Be like us and do not worry 
for God has you in His care. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of forgiveness 
 
We are often not the Easter People 
that we should be, 
living in the certain knowledge 
of your great mercy and love. 
Distracted by the world around us 
we fail to hear your voice, 
or hide when faith is challenged 
as we wander off the path. 
Forgive us, we pray; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdE_NKyY_
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restore the love that we first had, 
a faith that can endure. 
 

We will keep our eyes fixed on you, Lord, 
and with you at our right hand 
we shall not be shaken.   Amen. 

New Testament Reading: 1 John 3: 1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should 
be called children of God; and that is what we are. The 
reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 
we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do 
know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. And all who have this 
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.  

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin 
is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take 
away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who 
abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen 
him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive 
you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 
as he is righteous.  

Hymn:  StF 338 There is a redeemer 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MboAvzpvz58 
 
There is a redeemer 
Jesus, God's own Son 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah 
Holy One 
 
Thank you, oh my father 
For giving us Your Son 
And leaving Your Spirit 
'Til the work on Earth is done 
 
Jesus my redeemer 
Name above all names 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah 
Oh, for sinners slain 
 
 
When I stand in Glory 
I will see His face 
And there I'll serve my King forever 
In that Holy Place 
 

Keith Green (1953 -1982) and Melody Green (1953) 
 

Gospel reading:  Luke 24:36b-48 

Jesus Appears to His Disciples 

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself 
stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought 
that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why 
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he 
had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 
While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here 
to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he 
took it and ate in their presence.  

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he 
opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and 
he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is 
to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.  

 

 
 
Reflection by Ruth Ridge: 
The disciples are in lockdown, closeted in the upper 
room and fearful for their lives.  They have heard the 
stories of the women and of the two disciples who 
have returned from Emmaus, yet still they cannot 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MboAvzpvz58
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quite grasp the news that Jesus is risen.  Then 
suddenly, Jesus himself is with them, standing in their 
midst and wishing them peace.  Understandably 
perhaps, the disciples are fearful; Jesus has appeared 
through a locked door, surely it cannot really be him! 
 
However it quickly becomes apparent that this is 
Jesus, their risen Lord and Saviour and he is only to 
keen for them to touch and see that it is really him, in 
the flesh.  Jesus responds to all whom he meets in his 
resurrection appearances by offering them what is 
needed to move them from doubt to faith.  Mary is 
told not to cling, but to share the good news, the 
disciples on the road are offered teaching and 
explanation and the disciples and Thomas are offered 
the chance to touch and examine Jesus’ wounds.  
Each needs something different to give them the 
assurance that this really each Jesus and each receives 
that assurance, along with the peace that it brings.  
Once they have accepted that he is real, Jesus teaches 
and challenges them, moving them from fear to 
confidence so that they can share the good news. 
 
We might recognise the position of the disciples in our 
reading today.  We too have been locked down, 
fearful of COVID and its rapid spread.  As lockdown 
slowly lifts we may feel doubtful and uncertain about 
taking steps outside.  We need the assurance of 
Christ’s peace to help us make the next steps. 
 
Like the disciples, Jesus meets us where we are.  He is 
with us in our homes, walking alongside us as we take 
our daily walk and sitting with us as we eat or meals.  
Just as he does in the upper room he offers to us his 
peace, a peace that cannot be taken away.  ‘I am with 
you’ he says to us.  ‘I have overcome death for you 
and nothing can separate you from my love’. 
 
It is wonderful to know that in all the trials, difficulties 
and struggles of the past year, God has been and 
continues to be our constant companion.  Certainly 
for me that knowledge has been a source of strength 
when things have seemed dark.  However, Jesus 
doesn’t just offer the disciples peace as he stands 
among them in the upper room, he has a mission for 
them and it is one that he calls us to be part of too.  
‘You are witnesses of these things’ he says and he 
speaks of the good news spreading from Jerusalem to 
the whole world.  The disciples made that mission 
their own as they began to share the Gospel at 
Pentecost and we continue their task today. 
 
The new normal will offer us many challenges and 
opportunities and we need to reflect on how we fulfil 
that calling to be witnesses in a post COVID world.  
Things have changed over the past 13 months and, 

like it or not, we cannot simply go back to just how 
things were.  We have discovered new ways of sharing 
the Gospel online, we have learned the value of 
human contact and in many cases we have been 
challenged by finding different ways to use our time.  
All of these experiences, as well as a huge sense of 
loss, need to be processed and acknowledged as we 
look to the future. 
 
Jesus calls us to be his witnesses and so we can seek 
to model his ministry, reaching out in different ways 
to meet people where they are and lead them to faith 
and confidence.  As we do so, may his words 
strengthen us.  “Peace be with you.”  Amen. 
 
Hymn: StF 322 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoPlwPUYWaw 
 

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds  
in a believer's ear!  
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,  
and drives away our fear.  

It makes the wounded spirit whole  
and calms the troubled breast;  
'tis manna to the hungry soul,  
and to the weary, rest.  

O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend,  
my Prophet, Priest, and King,  
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,  
accept the praise I bring.  

How weak the effort of my heart,  
how cold my warmest thought;  
but when I see you as you are,  
I'll praise you as I ought.  

Till then I would your love proclaim  
with every fleeting breath;  
and may the music of your name  
refresh my soul in death. 

John Newton (1725-1807) 

Prayers of Intercession 

Circle us, Lord, 
Circle us with the light of your presence, bright within 
this dark world, 
Enable us to be overcomers of fear and temptation, 
Enable us to be victors over sin and despair, 
Enable us to become that which you would desire. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NoPlwPUYWaw
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(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation, 
Circle us with the light of your presence. 

Circle us, Lord, 
Circle our family within the shelter of your 
outstretched arms, 
Protect them in each moment of their daily lives, 
Protect them in the decisions that they face, 
Protect their homes and relationships. 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation, 
Circle our families with the light of your presence. 

Circle us, Lord, 
Circle this nation with resurrection hope, 
Create a desire to listen to your message, 
Create a willingness to understand and respond. 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation, 
Circle our nation with the light of your presence. 

Circle us, Lord, 
Circle this world with the joy of your Salvation, 
Where there is sickness and disease bring healing, 
Where there is hunger and despair bring hope, 
Where there is torture and oppression bring release. 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation, 
Circle this world with the light of your presence. 
Amen. 

We say together  Our Father… 
 
 
Blessing of our Gifts 
 
Lord God we thank you for your gifts to us through 
Jesus - peace and knowledge of your presence.  Bless 
our gifts as we offer them to you now, may they be 
used to spread your peace and to make your presence 
known to others.  In Jesus’ name.  AMEN. 
 
Hymn:  StF 313 Thine be the glory 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tjz4yXUJrgU 
 
Thine be the glory 
Risen conquering Son 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o'er death hast won 
Angels in bright raiment 
Rolled the stone away 
Kept the folded grave clothes 
Where Thy body lay 
 

Thine be the glory 
Risen conquering Son 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o'er death hast won 
 
Lo! Jesus meets us 
Risen from the tomb 
Lovingly, He greets us 
Scatters fear and gloom 
Let the church with gladness 
Hymns of triumph sing 
For her Lord now liveth 
Death hath lost its sting 
 
No more we doubt Thee 
Glorious Prince of life 
Life is naught without Thee 
Aid us in our strife 
Make us more than conquerors 
Through Thy deathless love 
Bring us safe through Jordan 
To Thy home above. 
 

Edmond Budry (1854–1932) 
translated by Richard Birch Hoyle (1875–1939) 

 
 
A prayer of dismissal 
 
May the light of Jesus shine continually to drive away 
all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows 
no setting, find his light ever burning in our hearts—
he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives 
and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE GRACE   
 
We say together… 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us 
all ever more. Amen. 
 
 
 
Prayers taken from www.faithandworship.com ©John Birch 
2016          
CCLI:7749 
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