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Trinity Methodist Church Bury St Edmunds   
Website: www.trinitymethodistchurch.org 

 

The Church exists to:  

¶ increase awareness of Godõs presence and celebrate Godõs love  

¶ help people to grow and learn as Christians  

¶ be a good neighbour to people in need and challenge injustice  

¶ make more followers of Jesus Christ  
 

Trinity Methodist Church: Mission Statement  
 

To witness to our Christian faith by sharing the love of God with all, through  

worship, learning  and service. 
 

Minister:   Revd  Robert Hufton      

                  The Manse                                                                 

                  14 Well Street 

                  Bury St Edmunds 

                  IP33 1EQ 

                  Tel: 01284 754574 

             email: robhufton@me.com 
 

 

Senior Steward : Phil Colton  

                            11 The Chestnuts                           

                            Horringer  

                             Bury St Edmunds  

                            IP29 5SD 

                            Tel: 01284 735457 

  email:philipcolton@googlemail.com 
 

 

Circuit Administrator : Kate Jewell  

      The Circuit Office 

      Trinity Methodist Church 

      Brentgovel Street 

      Bury St Edmunds IP33 1EB 

   email: circuit.admin@hotmail.com 

 
Cover  Photograph:  Saxtead Green Mill, nr. Framlingham,  now under the 

                                        care of English Heritage,  and still working. 

Back Cover:    Christmas Event at Trinity December 2014. 
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Sunday  Services at Trinity : OctoberñNovember 2014 

Sunday Morning Service at 10.00am    

 
5th October    Revd Vaughan Tong    Holy Communion  

 

 

12th October  Revd Rob Hufton   

  

     4.00pm      Messy Church  

 

19th October   Mrs Sarah Friswell    World Church  

 

 

26th October   Revd Rob Hufton   Infant Baptism       

   

 

2nd November   Revd Jack Bingham    Holy Communion  

 

     6.00pm      Evening Prayers  

 

9th November   Revd Julian Pursehouse   Remembrance Sunday  

      

     4.00pm      Messy Church    

  

16th November   Revd Rob Hufton  

 

 

23rd November  Revd Rita Carr    

 

 

30th November         Revd Rob Hufton    Holy Communion  

Trinity House Groups  - David Wakeford  would be pleased to hear from anyone 

wanting to know more about Trinity's regular House Groups. Each meet twice a 

month. Tel: 01284 787660. 

 

Eastgate  House Group       Monday mornings at 10.30.am  

Hardwick House Group        Monday  evenings at 7.30pm    

Springfield House Group     Tuesday  evenings at 7.30pm  
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Revd Rob Hufton writes éééééé. 

 
Dear Friends 

 

At the end of his life, John Wesley would pray: òLord, let me 

not live to be uselessó. Methodists certainly have a reputa-

tion for being busy. We have had flying start at the begin-

ning of our new year. 

 

Thanks to everyone who came to the Circuit Service where we welcomed Ri-

ta Carr as our new probationer minister and recognised my new role as su-

perintendent. It was also an opportunity to affirm John Boardman as Meth-

odist minister at Christchurch, Needham Market and to celebrate Graeme 

Garden and Faith Jaggardsõ long service as local preachers. Some of us who 

planned the service were genuinely surprised by the size of the congrega-

tion. What a happy embarrassment that we ran out of orders of service and 

needed extra chairs! Obviously the occasion had great significance for Rita 

as she begins her first year of ministry and although I have been a superin-

tendent minister before, I was humbled by the confidence placed in me. I 

continue to depend upon your prayerful encouragement to do the work but 

would ask you to remember that I am most definitely not the omnicompe-

tent person you might wish to be your superintendent minister. What you 

see is what you get! I am grateful to have such supportive lay and ordained 

colleagues. It has been a particular joy to have Kate Jewell working in the 

Circuit Administratorõs office at Trinity since the beginning of September. Do 

call in and say hello if you are in the building. Kate works all day on Mondays 

and Thursdays, and on Friday mornings until 1pm. She is there to support all 

aspects of the circuitõs mission and that includes working for individual 

churches, ministers and circuit officers.  

 

May I draw your attention to several things which will be happening soon? 

The Circuit World Church Event is on 18th October when Sarah Friswell will 

be talking about her experience of representing the British Methodist 

Church at the recent World Council of Churches in Korea. Beforehand there 

will be a bring and share tea and an opportunity to look at stalls illustrating 

how mission is being done in different parts of the circuit. 

 

Starting on Thursday 30th October I will be leading four bible based studies 

on subjects which are sure to stimulate conversation and help us to under-

stand our faith better. What do we mean when we say the Bible is true? 

What happens when we pray? Does salvation mean anything these days?  
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Why do Christians get so wound up about sex?  We will be meeting in the 

comfort of David and Betty Wakefordõs home. Do let us know if you are com-

ing so we can arrange to get you there if you would like a lift.  
 

On Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th December, we will be presenting  

A Celebration of Christmas ð A Festive Journey for All Ages. This is going to 

be a splendid occasion and will attract many people as we invite them to ex-

perience the different ways in which Christmas is remembered and celebrat-

ed. It will include displays, workshops, music and entertainment. Please do 

book the dates and invite family and friends to come and enjoy this event. 

There will be plenty of ways in which you can be involved so watch out for 

news in the weekly notices. 

 

We have an interesting autumn and early winter ahead of us. Trinity contin-

ues to be a place of great activity, where people contribute so much to our 

life together in Christ. Thank you for all that you do. I am aware of the spirit 

of sacrifice which sustains what you do and I know that at times the de-

mands can be overwhelming. That concerns me. May I offer you a verse from 

a hymn by George Herbert which may help you to see what you do in the con-

text of your discipleship? 

 

Teach me, my God and King, 

in all things thee to see, 

and what I do in anything 

to do it as for thee. 

 

In Christian love 

 

Rob 

Bible Based Study Conversation Group led by Revd Rob Hufton 

 

30th October   What do we mean when we say the Bible is true? 

6th November   What happens when we pray? 

13th November   Does Salvation mean anything these days?  

20th November   Why do Christians get so wound up about sex ? 

 

To be held at David and Betty Wakefordõs home: Withies, 9 Downing Drive, 

Great Barton. IP31 2RP. The evenings will start at 7.30pm. Do let us know if 

you are coming so we can arrange to get you there if you would like a lift.  

 

Tel: 01284 787660 Email:db@wakeford1942.plus.com 
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Editorial  
As we move into the Autumn, much of September 

has so far stubbornly resisted any sharp decline in 

temperatures which might otherwise compel us to 

put our heating systems on. Nonetheless, there are  

unmistakable reminders that the seasons are chang-

ing, eg. falling leaves, earlier sunsets, end of the 

cricket season.  
 

September is a month of change in the Methodist Church as the Service 

Of Welcome on the 14th September demonstrated. Once more there was a 

full Church, with orders of service running out and extra chairs needed. It 

was a joyous and uplifting occasion. For us at Trinity it acknowledged the ad-

ditional responsibility that Rob now holds as Circuit Superintendent and the 

diverse roles he has to fulfil. He now has the assistance of Kate Jewell, who 

is based here, to whom we extend our own very warm welcome.      
 

For this edition Anne Dean gives us an account of the extraordinary work of 

TOCT and the nature of its outreach. When we first arrived here we had ab-

solutely no idea what TOCT stood for, apart from a guess that one of the Tõs 

might stand for Trinity (see opposite). It underlines the value of a shared 

meal, has touched the lives of many in a variety of ways and is very  

professional. Above all its members consistently produce fantastic food for 

us! 
 

Peter Dainty  gives us a timely reminder through his poem on p.14 that Re-

membrance Day is approaching.  Much has been produced this year on the 

First World War, with some new and interesting material emerging. Peterõs 

poem reflects on the slaughter and suffering that all wars bring, and in par-

ticular WW1.  
 

In the last edition we produced a photo of a special door in Seville Cathedral 

which can only be opened for three important people and asked who they 

might be. They are: the Pope, the Bishop of Seville and the King of Spain. 

There was no response to the issue of the substantial decline in Method-

ismõs national membership over the last ten years.  
 

Last, but by no means least, thanks to two people.: firstly to Ann Bloomfield 

for providing the photographs in the centre of the magazine.: secondly, to 

Malcolm Houghton for his six articles on Righteousness and the depth and 

theological detail he has given to the subject. 

 

Keith and Catherine Reynolds 
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Trinity Occasional Catering Team  (TOCT) 
 

òSo what kind of catering do you do?ó is the usual question when I mention 

that I head up our church catering team. I reply that we cater for all kinds of 

events, not just church ones, and in many different places, but that our base 

is Trinity Methodist Church. 

 

Food is an essential of life. Sharing a meal is more than just eating. All major 

celebrations contain an element of food, and hospitality is a basic tenet of 

many cultures. Meals together can make new friends and cement friend-

ships. Most churches have amongst their members a stalwart team of 

(usually) ladies who can be relied on to produce the tallest scones and wield 

the niftiest teapot. TOCT is founded in this tradition. The current TOCT began 

about 12 years ago when as a steward, I helped to provide lunch for a group 

from Felixstowe and saw the need for this service. Bury attracts many group 

outings and Trinity is well placed to cater for them; this was our original pur-

pose. 

 

Since then we have expanded our sphere of activity. We have catered for 

sad occasions such as funerals and many joyful ones. We have been privi-

leged to be part of other peopleõs rejoicing ð at Golden and Ruby weddings, 

special birthdays, family parties and one wonderful wedding. We have ca-

tered for many ð over 100 on several occasions ð and for a few ð 6 people 

on an all-day training course. We have looked after the mighty ð bishops 

from all over East Anglia ð and the less mighty. And the kitchens we have 

known! Newly-equipped village halls, a scullery so small there was barely 

room for two people, a variety of church kitchens and crockery, and those in 

peopleõs homes. Did you know that there is a fraternity of tea towels? They 

can be found in the same place in almost every kitchen.  

 

TOCT has now a regular team of 16 amazing people. We all have different 

strengths and talents; we have welcomers, table setters, waitresses, flower 

arrangers, cooks, bakers, tea makers, washers-up, furniture movers, servi-

ette folders and even, if necessary, pianists. In our black and white uniforms 

we have been taken for both professional caterers and a singing group. 

There have been some unexpected occurrences such as a sudden fall of 

snow and temperature early one December which had two of the team 

washing up wearing their aprons on top of their overcoats, the time when hot 

water rather than coffee came out of the urn and the occasional desperate 

scamper to M&S for more milk. But largely events run smoothly thanks to 

the expertise, experience and sheer hard work of the team.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                (contõd)           
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It would be nice to say that we do all this from completely altruistic motives. 

But I fear that we do it, not only because we believe in providing hospitality 

and service, but because it raises funds and ð to coin a phrase ðweõre worth 

it! All our profits generally go to the Trinity Building and Maintenance fund. 

Over the years TOCT has been able to contribute £10,000 to help our church 

carry on its work. We are grateful to all who have commissioned us, put their 

trust in us and supported us in what we try to do. 

                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                            Anne Dean 

Watch your speed!  

 

Waiting in a lay-by ready to catch speeding drivers, a Police Officer sees a 

car pottering along the A22 at well under the 30 mile per hour limit. Says he 

to himself: "This driver is just as dangerous as a speeder!" So he turns on 

his twos and blues and pulls the driver over. Approaching the car, he notices 

that there are five old ladies, two in the front seats and three in the back... 

wide eyed and white as ghosts. 

 

The driver, obviously confused, says to him "Officer, I don't understand, I 

was doing exactly the speed limit! What seems to be the problem?" 

 

"Ma'am," the Officer replies, "you weren't speeding, but you should know 

that driving slower than the speed limit can also be a danger to other driv-

ers." 

 

"Slower than the speed limit? No sir, I was doing the speed limit exactly, 

twenty-two miles an hour!ó the old woman says a bit proudly. 

 

The Police Officer, trying to contain a chuckle explains to her that A22 is the 

road number, not the speed limit. A bit embarrassed, the woman grins and 

thanks the officer for pointing out her error. 

 

"But before I let you go, Ma'am, I have to ask, is everyone in this car OK? 

These women seem awfully shaken, and 

they haven't made a sound this whole time," 

the Officer asks. 

 

"Oh, they'll be all right in a minute, Officer. 

We've just come off the A120." 

 



9 

Introducing  Kate Jewell-Circuit Administrator 

 

Hi, Iõm Kate and, since 1st September, I have been 

working in the new post of Circuit Administrator at 

Trinity.  Before that I was the PA to Revd Stephen Yel-

land in his capacity as Superintendent.   

 

In my new role I will continue this work through sup-

port for Rob, the staff and stewards.  Iõll also be 

working on the administrative tasks required of the Circuit by District and 

Connexion. My current focus is the Circuit website- 

www.burystedmundsmethodistcircuit.org.uk- in preparation for the stationing 

process of the new Superintendent Minister.  A website can be a key tool to 

attract a new minister, and it would be wonderful if the Circuit could be pre-

sented as active and lively.  I am very keen to receive as much information 

and as many photos as possible describing the general life of each church 

as well as special events. 

 

Beyond the support I give to the staff, I hope to be able to develop a broader 

role as support for the churches of the Circuit.  I want to help in publicising 

events as well as helping in other administrative ways.  I am keen to hear 

from churches as to how I can be of use. 

 

On a more personal level, I am married to Michael and we live in Combs 

Ford, Stowmarket where we are the guardians of two cats.  As many of you 

know, I have a love of all things medieval. Having recently been awarded my 

doctorate, when not working for the Circuit, I teach history for the Suffolk 

Record Office in Ipswich and the WEA.  

 

Iõd like to thank everyone at Trinity for the warmth of my welcome and for 

finding me a space to work.  Iõd be happy for anyone to drop by-my office 

hours are: 

 

Monday:  9.15am to 5pm 

Thursday:  9.15am to 5pm 

Friday:   9.15am to 1pm 

St Edmundsbury Cathedral Theological Library is open to all for reading and 

reference at no charge. Library membership, renewable each September 

entitles you to borrow 6 books for up to four weeks.   

For more details   tel : 01284 748720      email: library@stedscathedral.org  

http://www.burystedmundsmethodistcircuit.org.uk-
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Churches of East Anglia and Lancashire  

Photography:  Anne Bloomfield 

 

Overstrand Methodist  Church, Norfolk-designed by Edwin Lutyens, 1898 
 

 

Cartmel Methodist Church, Lancashire has a beautifully tended garden. The 

village is also famous for sticky toffee pudding!  


