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The journey for me so far
Chris Spencer, a steward at the
chuch, gives his thoughts on his
“journey” to Bury St Edmunds.

Born - 1948. Died – not yet
known.
My early years were spent in
Cheshunt, south Hertfordshire,
where my parents, brother and I
attended the local Congregational
Church, although my parents were
both Baptist born and bred, in fact
from Bury St Edmunds.
When I was 13, we moved to
Luton and as a family went to
Blenheim Baptist Church, which
was the first significant Christian
influence in my life. There I was
baptised at the age of 17 following
a group of us going to one of Billy
Graham’s rallies in London. I still
have a number of friends there. I
left school with few qualifications
and took a job as the most junior
of administrators in the architects department of Hertfordshire
County Council.
I soon realised this was not going
to be a job for life although it did
engender an interest in architecture which has lasted, thanks to
some of the younger architects
taking me “under their wing”.
During my year there I applied
for the “Time for God” scheme
and was offered a year’s voluntary work at Greenwoods, near
Chelmsford, a therapeutic community run under the auspices of
the West Ham Central Mission
and managed by a most remarkable man, the Rev Ron Messenger.
The story of Greenwoods is a fascinating one but there isn’t space
here to elaborate. For me, it was
one of two or three fundamental
turning points in my life.
Firstly, it was where Val and I
met, and secondly it was during
my year there that I decided to
go into social work. We both left
Greenwoods in 1969, me to train
as a social worker in Ipswich

while Val went to the East End
Mission Social Studies Centre.
We married in 1971, Val telling
me, “marry me, marry my Methodism”. I was more than happy
to do so. My first job in social
work was with the London
Borough of Lewisham where I
stayed for three years.
I then moved to the Metropolitan Borough of Calderdale, West
Yorkshire, where our first son,
Adam, was born.
The job didn’t work out and
after a year we came south to
Kettering where Dan was born
soon after our arrival.
I worked for Northamptonshire
Social Services for the next 16
years, initially in child care, then
with young offenders and finally
with older people. By the late
1980’s I was becoming disillusioned with social work and had
a couple of spells of depression.
We were increasingly expected
to be managers of money and
resources and that wasn’t the
job I went into the profession to
do. I made a decision in 1991 to
leave, not knowing what I might
do next, but again something
turned up which once more
changed the direction of my
life. I applied to join The Daily

Bread Cooperative as a member
and was accepted. DBC is another
remarkable place – an ecumenical Christian co-operative which
arose from a church group of an
Anglican church in Northampton. It started small and now has
a significant place in the modern
co-operative movement as the
first in a new wave of worker
co-operatives. Again, no space to
elaborate.
It was during the mid-90’s that
Val, who had been local preaching since she was 18, began
seriously to consider candidating
for the itinerant Ministry and she
was accepted in 1996 with a place
at Queen’s College, Birmingham.
Although I was very happy at
DBC, I was fully behind her decision. So, me (having dragged Val
and the family around the country): she was now going to get her
own back!
We “abandoned” our “boys”, by
then 21 and 19, leaving them in
Kettering (with a house) and they
both still live in the town.
While Val studied, I worked as
the Lay Pastoral Assistant at
Solihull Methodist Church, and
enjoyed the benefits of college
life without the hard work.
Val’s probationary appointment
was in Louth where I put in a
significant amount of time in the
OXFAM shop. After four years
we wanted to move closer to East
Anglia as my parents were becoming less able and that’s when,
in 2002, we rolled up at Bury St
Edmunds. While Val did what
she does, I drove a Dial-a-Ride
mini-bus for the Volunteer Centre,
the most enjoyable “job” I ever
had. We left Bury in 2010 when
Val was stationed in Dereham
and where I volunteered at the
Gressenhall Museum - well worth
a visit. We stayed until her retirement in 2015 when we were very
happy to bounce back to Bury.
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Celebrating the lives and
All need to be saved;
All may be saved;
All may know that they are saved;
All may be saved to the uttermost.
Four “alls” reduced to three.
For somewhere in the mist of history “The Four Alls” became an
accepted summary of early Methodist teaching.
Because God and Gaul are in
three parts and because three are
always easier to handle than four,
I am going to combine the first
two into one.
I want us to explore gently what
the teaching of the Wesley brothers can mean for contemporary
Christians who live in a very different world to the world of 18th
Century England.
Our two main sources for their
teaching have always been the
sermons of John Wesley and the
hymns of Charles.
I’m sure that most of us have
learnt far more from Charles’s
hymns than they have from John’s
sermons.

1 ALL NEED TO BE SAVED
AND ALL MAY BE SAVED.
We start by thinking about Sin.
In the Journal “Holiness”, Hilary
Brand shares her research on the
use of the word in our 21st Century media. She concludes that in
our culture “sin” simply means
“naughty but nice”. We’ve a problem: nobody knows what we’re
talking about!
But there’s another problem of
which we rarely dare speak, a
problem often hidden by our
kindness and misguided love: the
problem is that of Christian people who bang on about sin and ask
people to unscrew our minds.
When Richard Dawkins wrote
“The God Delusion” 15 years ago,
he’d seen so much bad religion in
the States that we couldn’t recognise the God about whom he was
so deluded.
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Good and honest people are being
excluded from faith because they
are unwilling to unscrew their
God-given minds.
The Wesley’s had the same problem.
John wrote: “Let but a pert
self-sufficient animal which has
neither sense nor grace bawl out
something about Christ and his
blood and his hearers will cry
out, ‘What a fine gospel sermon!’
Surely the Methodists have not so
learnt Christ!”
But how have we “learnt Christ”?
How can the Wesleys help us
make sense of ourselves and of
the world of today?
By offering a bigger Gospel and a
bigger God.
Salvation isn’t just about sin. It’s
about wholeness and becoming
what we’re meant to be. It’s about
living and loving in the world of
today.
Can I put it like this? Because
of what we have seen in Jesus,
we have a friend at the heart of
being, a shepherd who knows our
name and accepts us as we are
and empowers us to become what
we’ve always meant to be.
And because this Shepherd loves

the whole of creation and every
other human being he has made,
we are called to live with him for
the life of the world. That’s what
“All need to be saved and all may
be saved” means today.
2 ALL MAY KNOW THAT
THEY ARE SAVED
John Wesley once wrote: “The
Christian Faith is not a barely
speculative rational thing, a cold
lifeless assent, but a disposition of
the heart.”
I am a Methodist by choice, but I
made that choice after I became a
Christian by mistake.
When I was in the fifth form at
school, we had a teacher called
Mr Boggis – an unfortunate
name for any teacher.
He called a meeting to form a
new Student Christian Movement
group.
My friend Dave Buckley and
I went to have some fun. We
planned to create a cascade of
desks by putting their legs on the
edge of the lecture room steps,
but we were caught.
We had to stay for the meeting,
Continued on next page.

teachings of the Wesleys
Continued from previous page.

and we both ended up on the
committee.
That’s how I started to think
about the Christian faith and
surprisingly it made sense.
What became an intellectual
conviction slowly grew, but it
wasn’t until our school choir
sang Handel’s “Messiah” and we
stood for the Halleluiah Chorus
that I really discovered what
faith is all about.
As I heard the words “He shall
reign for ever and ever”, they
struck me to the core of my
being and I moved beyond my
intellectual conviction to become
a follower of Jesus. And then I
felt a call to the ministry and I
decided I’d better find a church.
Being a Methodist seemed a very
sensible thing to be.
I’ve never regretted that choice,
but, having found faith in an
ecumenical setting, I’ve always
regretted having to make a
choice.
Faith is a disposition of the heart.
The Wesleys used to talk about
“assurance”, knowing that we’re
saved.
We don’t all have moments of
insight. Some grow into faith and
others grow up having it all the
time.
Over 100 years ago, William
James wrote a book called “The
Varieties of Religious Experience”. We’re all different!
Some of us might feel a constant
“assurance”; others might find
it’s something which comes and
goes; and for others it can be
something they long to find.
The point is that the body of
Christ – to which we all belong - really is a mixed bunch of
people.
Charles Wesley put something
of this into a hymn “My God! I
know, I feel thee mine, and will

not quit my claim, till all I have often overlooked in the last verse
is lost in thine and all renewed I of one his greatest hymns: “Love
am”. (Singing the Faith 390)
divine, all loves excelling:
“Finish then thy new creation,
3 ALL MAY BE SAVED TO
pure and spotless let us be;
THE UTTERMOST
Let us see thy great salvation,
When we went to Moreton-in-the Perfectly restored in thee:
Marsh, where my grandfather
Changed from glory into glory,
was born, we visited the parish Till we cast our crowns before
church where he would have
thee,
been baptised.
Lost in wonder, love and praise.”
We found a banner which read: The question is a simple one: Do
“Growing Christians make new we really want to become like
Christians”.
Jesus, our Lord?
As Christians we are meant to
grow. There’s nothing new about Based on the “Aldersgate Sunthe Wesleys’s teaching on holiday” held on May 20 and led by
ness. It’s rooted in the words of
Rev Vaughan Tong
Jesus and the writings of St Paul.
In the Sermon on the Mount
Jesus says: “Be perfect, as your
heavenly Father is perfect” and
Paul writes: “I have not already
reached the goal, but I press
on to make it my own, because
Christ Jesus has made me his
A Summer Celebration is taking
own”.
place in the Abbey Gardens, on
John Wesley saw the call to
Sunday, June 26, from 1.30pm
holiness as something which
to 3.30pm, followed by Songs of
belonged to the whole Holy
Praise from 3.30pm to 4.15pm.
Universal (he used the word
The event is part of the 2022
“Catholic”) Church, but it was
Abbey 1000 event.
something special for the early It is planned to be a similar event
Methodists.
to last year (music, puppet show,
John Wesley’s teaching was in
interviews, etc).
fact quite confused.
He used many terms: Christian
Perfection, Scriptural Holiness, Churches Together
Perfect Love and he wasn’t sure Prayer Breakfast
if he had met anyone who had
The Churches Together Prayer
reached the goal.
Methodists have often misunder- Breakfast is taking place on
Saturday, June 11, at Vineyard
stood his saying that there can
Church, in Northern Way.
be no holiness without social
holiness, but our misunderstand- It will start at 8.45am with
prayers at 9.15am and to finish
ing has led us to the truth.
As Christians, we are not called by 10.15am.
to be a holy huddle, but a people There will be a mix of planned,
silent and group prayer with
whose love flows out to serve
the main focus being the town
others and seek justice in the
and churches and the Abbey
world.
Charles Wesley’s greatest state- Gardens Summer Celebration
ment about Christian Holiness is the following day.

Abbey Gardens
to host Songs
of Praise event

5

Passing on a great recipe

We enjoyed a very happy coffee
morning in our garden in Bennett
Avenue towards the end of last
month.
The £230 raised at the event far
exceeded the amount previously collected house to house for
Christian Aid on our neighbourhood on the edge of the Wesley
Estate.
Thanks to all the neighbours,
friends and family who contributed to the success in many
ways.
The recipe I used for the ginger
biscuits, also eaten after church
on Sunday, is a lovely example of
how a love of cooking and hospitality is passed on through the
generations of a family.
Mary Jenkins shared the recipe
with the Tuesday Group many
moons ago.
Annette Stanford is her daughter
still passing on this traditional
recipe.

I’m sure you can all divide by
two to make a family sized bake.
TIP- spread the walnut sized
balls well - some of mine ended
up wonky, but they still tasted
good.
Thanks to Mary and Annette.
Val Matthews

RECIPE FOR CORNISH
GINGER BISCUITS
ANNETTE STANFORD

So many people asked for the
recipe it seemed timely to pass it
on.
The reason there were left overs
was that the recipe made at least
60 biscuits.

General knowledge quiz

Rub the butter into the flour. Add
the sugar and mix well.

Here are the brain teasers for
this edition.

Mix the bicarbonate of soda with
the warmed syrup.

1 What is the name of the
edible fruit of the shrub
Vacciniom oxycoccos?
2 In which language was the
Gospel of Luke originally
written?

6 The 1966 film “A Man for
All Seasons” was about which
historical figure?
7 Which stretch of water is
crossed by the UK’s longest
single-span bridge, measuring
1,410 metres?

8 Which archaeological fraud
was unearthed in Sussex in
3 The commercial vehicle
1912 by solicitor Charles
maker Scania is based in which Dawson?
country?
9 In French-speaking coun4 Peter Parker was the real
tries, what does the sign
name of which superhero?
“Peage” on road signs stand
for?
5 Quicksilver is an alternative name for which chemical
10 Ailurophobes have a fear of
element?
which animal?
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1lb self raising flour.
1 teaspoon cinnamon.
1 teaspoon ground ginger.
1 teaspoon mixed spice.
1/2 teaspoon bicarbonate
soda.
12oz (300g) butter.
8oz (200g) caster sugar.
8oz (200g) warm golden syrup.

Next add the syrup to the butter
and flour mixture and mix well.
Shape into balls (walnut size
or smaller). Place on a baking
sheet (well spaced apart).
Bake in oven at 400 oF, 170 oC
for 10 to 15 minutes or until
golden brown.

Making contact
with Josie Keys

Until further notice if you wish
to telephone Josie Keys please
call 07919 656929. Her email
address jkeys@live.co.uk
remains the same.

A welcome from Bury Drop In
“For I was hungry, and you gave
me food, I was thirsty, and you
gave me drink, I was a stranger
and you welcomed me.” Matthew
25:35.
With the support of our amazing
volunteers, we can welcome and
support homeless and vulnerably
housed people on Tuesdays and
Fridays.
After a month at the Bury Drop
In one volunteer described the
experience, saying: “I don’t feel
I am doing much, I sit and chat,
have a coffee, even a meal.”
True, but it can also feel as the
first time in weeks or even years
of sitting at a table, in a safe,
warm, and clean environment,
having a friendly person to talk
to, sharing day to day life or the
latest football results, problems,
family news, concerns, sharing a
laugh.
On top of that there is a delicious
home cooked meal, with the
option of seconds, hot drinks, and
some sweet treats for afters.
And one of our volunteers might
ask: “Would you like help? Can
we signpost you to one of our
supporting agencies? Would you
like us to pray for you?”
And often the conversation ends
with a “Thank you for listening,
thank you for helping me today.”
Since the beginning of the year
more and more guests have returned and new guest registration
is increasing.
The need to address housing
issues, financial struggles, and
poverty, is rising.
Did you know that poverty can
now be classified, among others
into food poverty, hygiene
poverty, furniture poverty?
With the support of agencies, we
are able to signpost our guests
to receive help and support for
housing, medical issues, mental
wellbeing, finding volunteer roles
and work.

the Drop In is closed.
With the support of generous
donations, we can provide tents
and sleeping bags, toiletries, and
underwear.
We can also come alongside
guests who are progressing into
hostels and accommodations with
starter kits and basic furniture,
such as a bed.
Recently we shared cooking
books to learn new skills, donated
and refurbished bicycles
We can also offer referrals to the
Would you like to become part of
two foodbanks in Bury St
our vision: “To care for and inEdmunds.
spire homeless people as we work
Our self-help group Table1 has
to ensure everyone has a place to
participated in an art workshop and call home” or support the Bury
a course on how to access and use Drop In?
the internet on a tablet.
Pray for our guest and volunteers
With the support of the communand visit our website
ity we can offer a homeless guest
burydropin.org
vouchers for showers, clothing,
laundry and meals for days when
Sabine Dornbusch

Jubilee ‘hello’, chat and coffee,
plus funeral plans for pair
Trinity will be welcoming
people outside the church on
Saturday, June 4, from 10am
to 1pm, for a chat and saying
“hello” to passers by with a free
cake and drink to celebrate the
Queen’s Jubilee and planning
is also going ahead to open the
doors again soon for Wednesday
Coffee Morning as part of the
church’s community outreach.
Funerals have been planned for
two long-standing members of the
church who have died: Maureen
Wayman and Eileen Fox. Eileen
played the organ at Trinity for
over 60 years. Maureen and her
late husband Doug contributed
to the life of the church for many
years. Thoughts and prayers are
with their families and friends.
Maureen’s funeral is on Monday,
June 6, with a 1.30pm service

at Trinity. Eileen’s funeral is on
Monday, June 20, with a service
at Trinity at noon.

At the last circuit meeting Jane
Brooker and Francis Carr were
nominated and accepted as new
circuit stewards.

The next edition of
Forum is due to be
published on
Monday, August 1,
so please get copy
to the editor
Russell Cook at
russell.cook461@
btinternet.com by
Friday, July 29.
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Minutes of Annual Church

Minutes of the annual church
the church treasurer, if possible,
meeting held at Trinity on Sunday, meet regularly for fellowship,
May 1, 2022
prayer and discussion to plan
for the future and the everyday
1 Rev Jason Vinyard lit a
running of the church. The stewRemembrance Candle for those ards are responsible for ensuring
members of our congregation
that the church is ready for the
who have died since our last
Sunday services and to assist the
Annual Church Meeting.
preacher in the preparation and
2 Minutes of the last meeting.
guidance of worship, as well as
The minutes of the previous meet- counting collection money and
ing held via Zoom last year were stewarding other events at the
read out in full by Phil Colton.
church as necessary. We also
They were agreed by the meeting organise local arrangement serand signed by Rev Vinyard.
vices and have been very grate3 Report from the stewards.
ful to our housegroups lately
Senior steward Linda Brandon
for their help in organising and
gave a report on the work of the
taking part in these. We agreed
stewards during the last year say- the new format for the outdoor
ing: “It has been two years since notice signs and they have now
we had a normal AGM because of been installed. For the Queen’s
the pandemic but we are now get- Jubilee it was agreed to have
ting back to some sort of normal- a table of giveaway cakes and
ity. We can now definitely say the drinks on Trinity forecourt to
lift is working again and thanks
be held on Saturday 4th June
to all who contributed towards
from 10am – 1pm. East Anglia
the cost and those who pursued
District have given us a grant of
the various grants we received.
£50 towards this event. They will
Also thanks to John Chambers for also supply posters and flyers.
liaising with G L Lifts all those
We will be asking for our church
months to make it happen. We
‘bakers’ to help please. Thank
therefore arranged a service on the you all for your ongoing sup20th March, Rev Jason’s first in
port.”
the Sanctuary. We had a good re- 4 Property Report.
sponse and everyone was pleased Chris Spencer explained what
to be able to join together down- has been going on in the property
stairs in the hall for celebratory
sphere and some of the things
coffee, cake and chat. Our newer which will need to be done in the
stewards are now getting used to future. He particularly noted the
their various duties and are coping property committee’s thanks to
very well.
Eileen Weallans for her long and
It is all a team effort. Don Day
efficient service as secretary. Rev
will be standing down this sumVinyard and Barbara Chippermer and we thank him for all the field reminded the meeting of the
years he has been a steward and
long-standing need for improved
senior steward. He has kindly said provision of toilets on the premhe will be an occasional Sunday
ises.
steward to help out. This means
In his report Chris said: “The
we are on the lookout for another committee currently consists of
person to join the team to make
John Chambers, David Wakethe number up to six again.
ford, Matt Stammers, John and
The stewards, the minister and
Janice Davies, Joseph
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Amankwah and Chris Spencer
with Jason chairing. This is a
short report on some of the work
which the committee has been
involved with over the past year.
Firstly, a big thank you to
Eileen Weallans who has recently stepped down after 11 years
as secretary to the committee.
Always efficient in preparing
agenda’s and minutes and being
on top of everything. The lift is
at last back in action meaning
the whole building can once
again be used by the church and
outside users. This was a huge
and expensive job and thanks go
to John Chambers for the work
he has done in liaising with G
L Lifts over an extended period
of time to see this to fruition.
Also to Don Day for seeking and
obtaining grants which helped
enormously in meeting the
cost and, of course, to all those
who contributed. Work on roof
repairs commenced last year and
will be completed with work on
the flat roof once the weather improves. Since last autumn, several other pieces of work have
been initiated, some completed,
others still in process. A fire risk
assessment, a legal requirement,
has been done and estimates for
work stemming from this are
currently being sought. Also
work has been done on the emergency lighting. The five-year
fixed wiring inspection has been
completed and work stemming
from that has been identified.
A new cleaner/caretaker,
Mateusz Kosmalski, has been
appointed – a process which was
far more complex and took very
much longer than David Wakeford or I expected and the likes
of which we never wish to have
to do again. A replacement dish
Continued on next page.

Meeting at Trinity

Continued from previous page.

washer is in the process of being bought and installed and this
should, we hope, be in place before
much longer. Quotes for replacing
or repairing the side gates to make
them more secure are also being
sought together with the replacement of some crash bars. The 2020
Quinquennial has given rise to
other matters which we need to
give attention to in the near future.
Of course, when we look at one
thing, others often come to light
which also then need attention.
Some of what has and still needs to
be done, is needed to meet current
health, safety, legal and insurance
requirements and so it becomes an
ongoing process. Other things are
what we would like to do if and
when we have the money to do so.
However, the first requirement is
to ensure that we have a building
which is safe for people to be in.
What we hope may follow is to
make it a place which is a more
pleasant and welcoming space for
all who use it. We have an elderly
building and it will continue to
require expenditure to maintain
it in good condition. Over many
years, a great deal has been done to
improve it in all sorts of ways and
we must work to build on what has
been done and the financial dedication that has taken place. A word
about the committee itself. We are
a small group – smaller than before
the pandemic – and many of the
tasks are being tackled by a tiny
handful of people and this becomes
a strain after a time. We need more
people to take on responsibilities.
This may not necessarily mean
joining the committee, although
that would be welcome, but rather to take on maybe just one task.
The following are examples: to
replenish the salt in the dishwasher
on a monthly basis; to programme

the heating systems; to give
access for the window cleaner
once a quarter; to ensure the fire
extinguishers are checked each
year and likewise the emergency
lighting, annual boiler servicing
and PAT testing. Often it is no
more than letting in contractors
and this doesn’t always need any
specialist knowledge and I’m
an example of someone with no
specialist knowledge or practical
skills. A rota of people who were
willing to be called upon in such
circumstances would be good.
Of course, if you wish to join the
committee, that would be even
better. I do understand that as we
move on from the pandemic, we
all want to start engaging once
again in some of the activities we
were doing before and broadening
our outreach in other ways, but to
do this effectively, safely and in a
way which shows care for all who
come here, we need a building
that functions well and efficiently
and that is the responsibility of
this committee.”
5 Financial Statement.
Joy Inameti outlined our financial
state and thanked the congregation for their generous giving.
She said: “Trinity continues to
operate a receipts and payments
method of accounting. The church
account for the year 2021/22 had
been approved and circulated.
The standing order stands at
monthly average of £2,911/£3,361
depending on each month. Some
members give monthly, and
others give weekly and quarterly. Trinity was very lucky to
encourage the members to adopt
this method of payment and this
has been invaluable at this challenging time. More members
continue to join the list of those
that give by standing order. The
Sunday giving has dropped and
this could be as a result of many

members giving by SO. There
are 46 members and increasing on standing order. Trinity is
starting to receive income from
lettings again but this has been
slow coming in and there is more
to be done to utilise the space
available in the building. Monies
from coffee mornings and sales of
jams are coming in, although in
small amounts, but all is appreciated. The Central Finance Board
account balance as of the March
- bank statement was £8,124.56.
The May and August assessments
are yet to come out of this total.
This will not be enough to pay
for the assessments and therefore
a total amount of £30,000 has
been transferred from the HSBC
Account to help pay for the
assessments in May and August.
The HSBC account balance as
of end of March bank statement
was £66,174.95. £30,000 to meet
the costs of assessments for the
remaining year and £20,520 for
the lift have been taken from this
balance. £6,672 from this balance
has been earmarked for the roof
repairs. There are other costs that
have gone out of this balance as
well as income coming in. The
bank statement for end of April
has not been received to give an
accurate picture of the amount in
the bank but as we can see there
is not much left in the account.
EXPENDITURES
Lift repairs: The lift has been
repaired which has enabled us to
return to the sanctuary for worship and had seen some members
back to Trinity where they belong. The total cost was ££32,640
and I am pleased to report that
Trinity had paid for the costs of
the lift. Thanks to grants received
from the circuit of £10,000, a
total grant of £19,000 made
Continued on next page.
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possible by the efforts of Jason,
Don and Debbie Borda prior to
her retirement. There was anonymous donation of £3,000 by one
of our members and we thank
them and ask for God’s blessings
on this donor.
Roof repairs: The total quote
from Vertex was £16,680 and we
hope that this does not change
with the current increase in the
prices of building materials and
other things. Total paid £10,008 so
far. Balance to pay £6,672. This
is to repair the flat roof when the
weather improves. Total funds
raised for the roof by members
of the congregation was £10,760.
Thank you to everyone. Andy
Flack was reimbursed for the costs
£2,100 he incurred with M&S on
scaffolding licence. Gudgeons
Solicitors costs £840 was paid for
the work they carried out. Trinity
received a grant of £2,580 from
Hunter Rowe Trust to cover the
above legal costs leaving a shortfall of £320 which Trinity covered.
Assessments 2021/2022: The
remaining assessments for the rest
of the financial year is £28,093.
Trinity should be able to cover
this amount with the money transferred to the CFB account. Well
done to the members as this is a
huge relief when we consider the
financial challenges that we face
as a church.
Pension Reserve Funds: The
Methodist Central Connexion
made a request from all churches
to support the Pension Reserve
Funds as there is a shortfall to
meet the costs of maintaining the
Pension Funds. I am pleased to
report that Trinity was able to contribute £2,265 to the funds. We are
very proud to rise to this challenge
that will support those that have
served the ministry.
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Benevolent Fund: Despite the
financial challenges, Trinity
continues to give to others to
support them with the work that
they do. These organisations
include Christian Aid, Mission in
Britain, British Legion, Drop In,
Bury Town Pastors, All We Can,
Action for Children, The Martins
and Leaders of Worship. A total of
over £700 has been donated so far.
Others Matters: Some works
have been carried out recently in
the building and these are mostly
on electrics. There are still more
works to be done to get the property health and safety complaint.
David and Chris have done so
much in this area and have put
together a list of what need doing
and possible costs. We are grateful
to them. The financial position is
that we cannot do these works at
one go and can only do them as
funds allowed. I have agreed with
Chris and David to check with
the treasurer on the availability
of funds prior to undertaking any
work. It is important that Trinity
does not suffer any financial embarrassment because it is unable to
pay the bills.”
6 Pastoral Report.
Rev Vaughan Tong reported that
throughout the pandemic our
pastoral visitors have continued to
care for members and adherents of
our church and have met regularly
on Zoom. Our membership currently stands at 109.
Due to her need to reduce commitments
Lynda Moore has recently
resigned as a visitor and we thank
her for her years of faithful
service. We now have 11 visitors
and it would be good if we could
find two more.
We look forward to resuming
more face-to-face contact with
those in our care and ask for the
prayers of the church as we continue our work.

7 Appointments.		
Church Stewards.
The meeting confirmed the
stewards as: Linda Brandon, Chris
Spencer, Josie Keys, Maureen
Dean, Phil Colton and Don Day,
who is to step down in August.
Representatives on the Church
Council.
The meeting confirmed John
and Janice Davies, Malcolm
and Margot Houghton, Andrew
Walker, Richard Hopper, Hannah
Stammers, Gwyn Weallans and
Val Matthews as representatives
of the congregation on the Church
Council.
8 General Discussion.
Toddler Group.
Margot Houghton suggested that
we might employ someone to run
a toddler group at Trinity which
would bring some younger people onto the premises. Josie Keys
pointed out that we had successfully run for ourselves a trial
group during the summer holiday
before the pandemic. However,
as we don’t have people to run it
voluntarily on a long term basis
we would need to employ someone to organise it. It was suggested that the Church Council should
explore the possibilities.
Next year’s meeting.
Rev Tong suggested that next
year’s meeting should be very
different and the reports should be
submitted for reading before the
meeting so that the time could be
taken up with discussion. This was
agreed. He further suggested that
we need to refurbish the premises,
not just maintain them, so we can
move forward into mission mode.
Malcolm Houghton suggested,
and Rev Vinyard agreed, that we
could get some suggestions from
architects to advise us on what
could be done to develop our
premises and improve the toilet
Continued on next page.

‘Let There Be Light’
The Electric Bible covers a
multitude of poems and prayers
which was compiled by Peter
Dainty.
Here we reproduce “Let There
Be Light” from Genesis chapter
1 verse 13.
“Let there be light,’”says God,
and his word speeds through
dark chaos on streams of fire,
Hanging the emptiness with
spinning multitudesnof blazing
lanterns, until all space glows.

the demons only from the surface
of our minds to lurk in its subconscious caverns.
But we must seek that inner light,
For God is light,and he must
that pure and shadowless flame,
radiate in rising suns and in
which leaves no hiding place
volcanic fire;
for hate or fear.
in subterranean caves where
We may dismiss it as the stuff of
phosphorus gleams, and in the
haloes and of angels’ wings,
The world is not transfigured
darting firefly’s tropic night.
but it alone can guide us to a
by
our
paler
imitation
of
sun
Let all things shine, and darkness
dazzling destiny in God.
glaring
electric
power
that
drives
be the back cloth only of God’s
dreams.
But that crude light we see with
fleshy eyes is simply the beginning of far brighter visions.

There is a spirit-light of truth and
love, a light displayed, not in the
world of things but in the human
soul - the candle of the Lord;
a holy radiance which reveals the
mystery of the being of God and
light the earth with heaven.

Services for June and July
Trinity Methodist Sunday Services for June and July.
Morning Service starts at 10am.

Annual
Meeting
at Trinity

JUNE
5 - Maurice Lake
12 - Francis Carr
19 - Rev Jason Vinyard - Holy Communion
26 - Rev Val Spencer

situation. There could be financial
help for developments from the
Connexion.
At present we are making the
property safe and usable but Rev
Vinyard would like to see improvements to lighting, sound and
audio visuals. The need for sustenance was pressing and it was
resolved to retire downstairs for
the Faith Lunch.
Rev Vinyard closed the meeting
with prayer at 12.42pm.

Zoom Services at 6pm - links included in Circuit Newsletter.

Continued from previous page.

JULY
3 - Rev Jason Vinyard - Holy Communion
10 - Rev Peter Goodhall
17 - Rev Jason Vinyard
24 - Rev Rita Carr
31 - Hannah Stammers

JUNE
5 - Rev Val Spencer
12 - Rev Jason Vinyard
19 - Rev Rita Carr - Holy Communion
26 - Rev Jason Vinyard
JULY
3 - Francis Carr
10 - Rev Rita Carr
17 - Rev Jason Vinyard
24 - Rev Julie Minns - Holy Communion
31 - Hannah Stammers
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Follow the Jubilee Crosses

Twelve churches in the town have
set up Jubilee Crosses.
The purpose is to recognise the
Queen’s faith throughout her
reign, to draw attention to the
churches, and by the cross, of
course, to Jesus Christ.
It is hoped to bring the crosses to
the Abbey Gardens Summer
Celebration for the afternoon of
Sunday, June 26, as part of the
Abbey 1000 events.
Take your visitors, go by walking,
cycling or car or, of course, by
combination.
The answers to the quiz will be on
the website: https://together.ourchurchweb.org.uk/stedmundsbury/
meetings/answers/
1St Mary’s Church. “Which
Queen lies here?”
2 United Reformed Church.
Which two martyrs does the tall
memorial in the forecourt commemorate?
12

3 Trinity Methodist Church.
Which pub is next door to the
church?
4 Garland Street Baptist Church.
What is the name of the centre
(opposite the church)?
5 All Saints’ Church.
When did the Bishop of St
Edmundsbury & Ipswich lay the
stone at the bottom of the wall?
6 The Cathedral.
The Cathedral is dedicated to
which two saints?
7 Bridge Community Church.
What year was the current building built?
8 St. Peter’s Church.
How many keys are on the cross
on the East Wall (nearest the car
park)?
9 St George’s Church.
What is the name of the Community Centre?
10 St Edmund’s RC Church.
Inside the church find the statue of
St Edmund.

How many arrows are there?
11 Christ Church Moreton Hall.
Fill in the blanks: Your ____
Church Everyone ______.
12 Whepstead Baptist Church.
What year was the church built?
Guardians and Tiddlers has got off

Answers to the
quiz on page 6
The answers to the Quiz are
as follows:
1 Cranberry.
2 Greek.
3 Sweden.
4 Spider-Man.
5 Mercury.
6 Sir Thomas More.
7 The Humber Estuary.
8 Piltdown Man.
9 It is a toll road.
10 Cats.

Northumberland Avenue news
to a great start.
There are around eight families
who join each Thursday.
If you know of anyone who may
also be interested in joining the
group, we meet each Thursday,
1pm to 3pm (term time only - our
last session before the summer
break will be Thursday, July 21,
recommencing on Thursday, September 8).
Families with children aged from
newborn - preschool are welcome;
£1 per family - stay the whole
session or drop in anytime.
Find the Facebook group at
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/guardiansandtiddlers/
If you have any queries email
northumberlandtiddlers@outlook.
com
CAMEO - Come And Meet

Each Other

Refreshments, clothing stall, brica-brac, books, tombola, sweets in
On the first Wednesday of every
the jar ... and more.
month at 2.30pm CAMEO is held There will be a basket available
in the “club room” for informal
for those that wish to give a “gift
chat with tea/coffee and biscuits. day” donation towards the church
funds.
COFFEE MORNING AND
You can also keep up to date with
STALLS
Northumberland Avenue Methodist Church by liking the FaceThere is a coffee morning and
book page https://www.facebook.
stalls on Saturday, July 9, from
com/NAMethodistChurch
10.30am to 12.30pm.

Northumberland Avenue church services

June 5: Barbara Chipperfield; June 12: Rev Jason Vinyard, Holy Communion; June 19: Stella Davis; June 26: Josie Keys.
July 3: Barbara Chipperfield; July 10 Rev Jason Vinyard, Holy Communion; July 17: Local arrangement; July 24: Josie Keys; July 31:
Francis Carr.

ADDRESS
PANEL
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