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Trinity Methodist Church Bury St Edmunds
Website: www.trinitymethodistchurch.org

Trinity Methodist Sunday Services
December/January
Morning Service at 10.00am
December

The Church exists to:





increase awareness of God’s presence and celebrate God’s love
help people to grow and learn as Christians
be a good neighbour to people in need and challenge injustice
make more followers of Jesus Christ

Trinity Methodist Church: Mission Statement
To witness to our Christian faith by sharing the love of God with
all, through worship, learning and service.
Minister:

Revd Debbie Borda
The Manse
14 Well Street
Bury St Edmunds
IP33 1EQ
Tel: 01284 754574

2nd

Revd. Debbie Borda
Holy Communion.
Toy Service

9th

Rev. Debbie Borda
4.00pm Messy Church

16th

Revd. Jeffrey Bloomfield

23rd

Mrs. Josie Keys
6.00pm Carol service Revd D. Borda

25th

Christmas Day Service at URC at 1030am

30th

Revd. Debbie Borda

January
6th

Miss Jenny Benfield

13th

Revd. Debbie Borda
Covenant Service. H C.
4.00pm

Senior Steward : Andrew Walker
14, Horsecroft Road
Bury St Edmunds
IP33 2DU
Tel: 01284749462

Circuit
Administrator :Adrian Romano
Circuit Office Trinity Methodist Church
Brentgovel Street
Bury St Edmunds IP33 1EB
Tel:0128 731082
email: circuit.admin@hotmail.com
Hours: Tuesday/Thursday
10am-1pm. 2pm-4pm
Cover Photo: Christmas Tree IT
Back Cover: Robin at the back of The Lounge cafe, BSE. S. McCormack
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2019

20th

27th

Local Arrangement
6.00pm
Revd. Ruth Ridge
6.00pm

Messy Church
United Service at Garland Street
(Week of prayer for Christian Unity.)
Reflective Service
Revd Debbie Borda

Usual Weekly Events at Trinity restart in new year
Monday

10.30 am

Eastgate House Group 2nd & 4th Monday of month

6.00 pm

18th Bury St Edmunds Brownies (weekly).

7.30 pm

Trefoil Guild (2nd week of each month).

Tuesday

7.30 pm

Springfield House Group 2nd & 4th Tuesdays

Wednesday

9.00—12.00pm

Saturday

12.15 pm

TRINITY COFFEE SHOP & Stall

Seniors Lunch Club

please telephone 764514
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Christmas at Trinity

Merry Christmas
Dear Friends,
Christmas and the New Year are almost amongst us – it is a
wonderful time of year to say thank you to God for the most precious
gift he has given to us.
There are so many services and special events over the
Christmas period that I thought I would try to summarise them and
the help that is needed. I hope that you will be able to attend as
many of these events as possible as we share together and witness
the love that God has given us in Jesus.
1st December
10.00 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. Christmas Fayre
Please see the sign-up sheets in the church for the help that is needed
2nd December
10.30 a.m. Toy Service with Holy Communion
Please bring along a new toy or gift that is not wrapped. Rolls of wrapping
paper appreciated!
8th December
7.30 p.m. The Bury Drop In Choir Concert
An evening of carols, verses and original songs
9th December
4.00 p.m. Christmas Unwrapped – Nativity and Tea
This is a service for everyone and I hope you will want to come along and
be delighted as we explore the story of that first Christmas.
If you have a costume of one of the characters or animals of the nativity
then please come along wearing it.
20th December 6.00 p.m. Carol Singing in the Town Centre
Refreshments after at Debbie’s
23rd December 6.00 p.m. Carol Service
Refreshments after the service in the hall
24th December

2.30 Refreshments
3.00 Crib Service
11.15 p.m. Midnight Communion

25th December
10.30 a.m. Christmas Day Celebration
We will be meeting with our friends from the Baptist Church and the URC at
the URC Whiting Street
13th January
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10.00 a.m. Covenant Service

Letter form Our Minister
Dear Friends,
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth. St John 1 : 1-14
The words of the Gospel of St John will be
heard many times during the season of Advent and Christmas. We
will celebrate the birth of a baby in Bethlehem, we will delight in
watching nativities, we will sing God’s praises in our Advent songs
and carols. God’s son came to earth – but why?
Lee Strobel in his book “The Case for Christmas” looks at the
evidence as the journalist tries to investigate the identity of the Child
in the Manger.
As any journalist would, he looks at the eye witness evidence,
the scientific evidence and the profile evidence in order to make his
case. He summarises by saying that “as I complete my investigation
I realise that Christmas doesn’t mean very much without Easter”. He
draws the conclusion “It’s a mystery backed up by facts that I now
believed were simply too strong to ignore.”
Why did Jesus come to earth? I don’t think he was born to
identify with us, or to console us or to lead us or to teach us. He
came to earth to die for us, to lay down his life for us for all the wrong
we have done and continue to do. But more than that he would rise
again so that we know we can go to be with God and it is that which
gives us hope. Hope for a wonderful future. I think the one thing
Strobel forgot in his writings is that we understand this because we
have faith and that is what Christianity is about, having faith.
So as we celebrate Christmas and remember that tiny baby, let
us never forget that this is God’s great gift to us and because of that
most gracious of all gifts we know that we have hope for a joyful
future.
I would like to wish you all a very Joyful Christmas – and I pray
that you know that joy that a tiny baby brings to us.
I also want to say thank you to you all, for all that you have
done and continue to do in the love of Jesus.
Merry Christmas
Debbie
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The Legend of the Christmas Tree

Blessed are the Meek

By Lucy Wheelock

Matthew 5:5
Though proud men ruled the world,
enthroned in pomp and power,
the plan of God unfurled
in a fragile village flower,
an unsophisticated girl,
who dared say ‘Yes’ to God's strange will.
Those rich men did not know,
wrapped in cocoons of gold,
that, where the raw winds blow,
God's message was being told
to poor men watching through the night,
bedazzled by mysterious light.
And those with earthbound eyes
could never understand
that God accounted wise
men from a distant land,
who searched the heavens for signs of grace
and chased a star to see God's face.
The great ones have their day
and strut this worldly stage,
while God prepares a play
fit for a different age,
when wooden cross and stable birth
Empower the meek to rule the earth.

Two little children were sitting by the fire one cold winter's
night. All at once they heard a timid knock at the door, and one ran
to open it. There, outside in the cold and the darkness, stood a
child with no shoes upon his feet and clad in thin, ragged garments.
He was shivering with cold, and he asked to come in and warm
himself.
"Yes, come," cried both
the children; "you shall have
our place by the fire. Come
in!"
They drew the little
stranger to their warm seat
and shared their supper
with him, and gave him
their bed, while they
slept on a hard bench. In
the night they were
awakened by strains of
sweet music and,
looking out, they saw
a band of children in
shining
garments
approaching
the
house. They were
playing on golden
harps, and the
air was full of
m e l o d y .
Suddenly
the
Stranger Child
stood before
them;
no
longer
cold
and ragged,
but clad in
silvery light.
His soft
voice said: "I
was cold and
you took Me in. I
was
hungry,
and you fed Me.
I was tired, and
you gave Me
your bed. I am
the Christ Child,
wandering through the world to bring peace and happiness to all
good children. As you have given to Me, so may this tree every
year give rich fruit to you."
So saying, He broke a branch from the fir tree that grew near
the door, and He planted it in the ground and disappeared. But the
branch grew into a great tree, and every year it bore wonderful
golden fruit for the kind children.

Rev. Peter Dainty
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A Prayer for Advent.
Eternal God, we thank you that we of this generation,
like those of every generation that has been, or is still
to come, are always within your care, no matter
whatever may befall us.
We thank you too, for all those who have shown us
your love in their lives and in doing so have inspired us
to try to follow your Son, Jesus, in all we think or do.
As we prepare, in this Advent season, to celebrate
once more the wonder of His coming, may we not be
overwhelmed by the unimportant, but instead be able
to focus on the certain assurance that He comes for
each one of us, whoever we are and no matter in what
state our lives may be.
With the wonder of His coming dawning on us anew and
strengthening us, may we each know ourselves blessed
and share the joy and hope that knowledge brings with
everyone around us, so that the good news of the
coming of His Kingdom comes alive for those whose
lives at present lack that vital spark, and enable them,
too, to go on their way rejoicing.
In His Name we pray. Amen.
Ian Day

SATURDAY 8th DECEMBER
10.30AM
at THE MARTINS
Please come and start the festive season at
our Coffee Morning, all welcome, bring your
relatives or friends!
Refreshments, Crafts & Present Stall,
Bottle Tombola, Raffle, Book/CD/DVD Stall, Christmas
Plant Decoration Stall, Cake Stall and lots of “Have A
Go” competition Stalls
All proceeds to Residents’ Amenities Fund
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You are invited to ……

A VERY SPECIAL EVENT
Tea and Cake
nd
2 February 2019 at 2.30p.m. at Trinity Church
as we begin to discuss
THE WAY FORWARD FOR TRINITY
CHURCH
Our Future Development
Dear Friends,
You will recall that about a year ago we began discussions
on where do we go from here. The Leadership Team have
continued to look at this, reflecting on the feedback and thinking
about the future of Trinity Methodist Church. We now call it “the
way forward” and with that in mind we go forward with hope and
love.
Some of what I write is difficult for me to have to do and will
be painful for some of you to read, this was presented and
discussed at the Church Council and they have asked me to put a
precis in the Forum.
Trinity Church is a much loved building; it is a place to meet
friends and to worship God. Some of you will have long memories
here It is a well-loved place to be.
But what about now :
Our finances are facing difficulties and are telling us we have
to do something – for the last two years we have had a loss
and our reserves are now minimal.

We are all getting a little older, therefore less people to do the
practical work.

We have to pay for work to be done.

Many of you come by car and parking is an issue.

Numbers have dropped although this year we have
maintained our membership numbers

Trinity is a large building.
But we are about Mission, mission is our main priority. How
do we reach out to the town centre – we are a town centre church.
But besides mission we also need to make disciples, we have to
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ask the question … where and how are we growing disciples? The
work we do now builds discipleship not for today but for the future.
With all the people who come into the town centre are we in the
right place. How can we reach out to them?
The Leadership Team Meeting (LTM) has taken a long time
to consider the future of Trinity Methodist Church. And now we
share our thoughts with you, so that then you can begin a time of
prayer and discernment. We are not looking for an immediate
answer, and indeed there is not an immediate answer, but I am
sure you have realised that we have to think seriously about our
future.
So I am going to share with you 4 possibilities from the
LTM, and also the thinking behind these, but we know and hope
you will have lots of other ideas so this is just the beginning of
discussion and discernment.
The main reason for these
conversations is mission – how are we reaching out to the people
of the town centre to spread the kingdom of God in this area.
These are the options for the future that have been
considered by the LTM.
1.) Sell Trinity Methodist Church property and possibly
purchase or lease a shop in the square which could be used for
acts of worship and accommodate a Christian bookshop, a coffee
shop and a quiet space in the centre of town.

There were no objections from the Council to this idea.

Practicalities need to be considered such as employing
someone to run a café, Christian bookshop, etc. alongside
volunteers. Some of our current user groups would be unable
to use such a facility.

Would costs be offset by sales in the café/bookshop.
2.) Redevelopment of the church building, possibly selling to
a developer and leasing part of the building back for meetings and
community use.

In the interim, alternative premises will be required to meet in
as a church.

We would still not be in the Market Square.
3.) Stay as we are.
4.) Move to Northumberland Avenue.

We would no longer have a Methodist presence in the town
centre.
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Any redevelopment presents a huge challenge and needs
to be properly discerned. What is God asking of us? Do we have
the energy to do this?
There are many things to consider some of which are:
Costs will need to be worked out before any development
can actually begin.

At present Trinity is running at a loss with expensive costs of
servicing the building.

The property needs to be valued. Planning permission has to
be sought to obtain a worthwhile amount of money from a
sale.

Trinity is a building which is well-loved by some of its
congregation.

Financial concerns – Trinity can be seen as something of a
millstone.

Mission concerns – we are not reaching out to people, but
there are often many people in the square around the corner.

The question needs to be asked whether it is desirable to
retain a presence in the town centre.
This is some of the thinking of the Leadership Team
Meeting. What is important is that this is about the whole church;
and it is why you are invited to take part in discussions. This is the
first of many discussions we will have. The LTM may not have
come up with the ideal solution and you may have far better ideas.
We need to start conversations; we need to think about the mission
and about discipleship. We need to listen to one another and we
need to go forward in prayer and hope.
We are called by God to be followers of Jesus.
In the story of blind Bartimaeus, Jesus asked him “what do
you want me to do for you” At the end of the story Jesus said to
Bartimaeus “go your faith has healed you” Immediately he received
his sight and followed Jesus along the road.
Jesus is asking us “What do you want me to do for you”
I wonder what your answer is, but I hope with faith and prayer
we will follow him along the road.
Debbie
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Give Peace a Chance
I’m writing this a few days
after our Messy Church session
called “Give Peace a Chance”.
We were so pleased that many of
our church family contributed to
the war memorabilia on display,
lending us precious documents,
uniforms, medals, equipment and
poignant photographs to enhance our
understanding of the anniversary of
the armistice and the impact that the
war had on every family.
The
collaboration of all generations was
evident throughout the country in the
many striking artistic displays and
memorial services: a reminder that all age connections are so
valuable in deepening our relationships by sharing stories.
Increasingly, we see that as our role in Messy Church. No longer an
event just aimed at children but increasingly an opportunity for
grandparents, parents, carers and children to share fun, faith and
food in a nurturing and safe place.
Now, some dates for your diary. Our next session will be the
Christmas special, on December 9th, to which you are all invited.
Please feel free to dress up or add a suitable embellishment to your
outfit to be part of the fun in retelling the Christmas story in our
“Christmas unwrapped” production - a no rehearsal nativity!
Many of you will have younger members of the family visiting,
so do all come along to our short, reflective crib service on Christmas
Eve. The perfect antidote to turkey wrestling! Join us for hot
chocolate and mulled juice beforehand at 2 30pm.
With little time to recover, our team will be back in action,
planning for our first session of 2019 when we will be finding out
about rules and commandments.
Now, we need to get back to having Christmas all wrapped up
for you! See you then.
Sue Robinson
More Messy Church photos of ‘Give Peace a Chance’ overleaf
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Give Peace a Chan
hance

Making model soldiers

It’s good that
the helpers at Messy
Church give so much
of their time and
effort to making it
work so well.
The Church is
proud of you; God
Bless you and may the
fruits of your labour
bring Christian love to
all the people of Bury
and area.

Remembrance crosses

Kim’s game: remembering

Utter concentration

Messy painting

Remembrance
Splat the trench rat
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Messy poppy fields

Remembering for all ages
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Report on the Church Council
held at Trinity on 29th October 2018
1
Debbie opened the meeting with devotions based on the
story of blind Bartimaeus who unlike the disciples knew who Jesus
really was and on regaining his sight followed him. Jesus calls on
us to follow him and do what he is asking of us.

and income from the Drop-In, we had a deficit for the year of
£3700. We will have to budget very carefully in future. A Treasury
Team will take over John’s work. (report on page 18)
The financial situation has caused much discussion.
10 The Leadership Team and Debbie presented a paper called
“The Way Forward for Trinity” which will be summarised elsewhere
in Forum. (Page10)

2-5 The people present were recorded, the minutes of the
previous meeting accepted and as there were no matters arising
the meeting proceeded according to the agenda.

11 Andrew gave a report on behalf of Clare Mellor and the
Wednesday Coffee Morning team making an appeal for more
helpers and thanking Audrey Hodson, Liz Boyles and Janice
Davies for their stalwart service over many years.

6
Josie Keys reported on the Morning House group’s study of
Micah. She also suggested we support ‘Toilet Twinning’ (see p 21).
Vaughan told us that as the numbers were flourishing a new group
will soon be formed, led by Val Spencer. The meeting thanked
Vaughan for his encouraging work with the house groups.

12 Lynda Moore submitted a written report from the Events
Committee informing us of events in planning such as the
Christmas Fayre. Watch out for “What’s On” in the Forum.

7
Sue Robinson provided a report on Messy Church. She
explained how much planning goes into the three essential
sections of each meeting; craft activities, worship and a shared
meal. These are based on the five Messy Church values of being
Christ centred, all age, showing creativity, hospitality and
celebration. There is no age limit, young or old and it is wonderful
to be working with children, parents and grandparents together.
Everyone is welcome to join in the Christmas Special on December
9th which will be the 91st Messy Church meeting.
8
Our senior steward Andrew Walker gave a report on the work
of the Leadership Team. At these meetings on alternate months
the stewards are joined by four extra people representing different
areas of church life. He explained too that Lynda Moore will stay on
as a steward for another year and that Lynda Brandon has joined
the team. The stewards will be helped by occasional stewards
Richard Hopper, Gwyn Weallans and Phil Colton. Extra help is
particularly needed now that the steward’s practical tasks on a
Sunday morning include more onerous financial duties.

13 The Pastoral Committee report was given by Vaughan
thanking The Houghton’s for their efforts in producing Forum and
introducing thoughts on the problems of members who can no
longer drive and the difficulties of getting to church. It was also
noted that committee members had undertaken training in
bereavement and confidentiality. Our membership now stands at
117.
14The meeting approved the Safeguarding Policy which was duly
signed by Debbie.
15 David Wakeford reported on Churches Together and
informed us of several ecumenical events which will be advertised
in Forum in the months to come.
16 Circuit matters were reported to the meeting by Isobel
Hebden our Circuit Steward. She told us that John Boardman will
be sitting down next year but that Rita Carr has been invited to stay
at Stowmarket for another 5 years.
17-19

The next Church Council will take place on
18th February 2019.

9
John Hodson, who is retiring as Church Treasurer after 40
years, presented the Finance Report. This shows that despite an
increase in giving of £2000, a reduction in the Circuit Assessment
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TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH ACCOUNTS
YEAR ENDED 31 AUGUST 2018

INCOME
Offertories - Cash
Envelopes
Standing Orders & donations

£3,884
£26,113
£17,824

Interest
Coffee Mornings
Funerals
Tax refunds
Lettings
Church Organisations
Events
Christmas Fair

Benevolent Fund
Lunch Club
Messy church
Messy church (Freddie)
Organisations

Creditors

£134
£3,199
£0
£7,665
£11,483
£778
£3,330
£2,077

Balance bf
Surplus for year

£396
£44
£600
£334

£0
£0
£600
£0

Building and Maint Fund
Legacies
£47,821

2017
£119

2018
£65

CFB
HSBC
Debtors

£600

£1,374

£3,318
£27,799

£10,747
£27,799

£0

£2,765

£12,029
-£3,700

£16,276
-£4,246

£40,112

£54,835

£25,089
£15,022
£0
£40,111

£31,411
£1,196
£22,227
£54,834

£76,488
EXPENDITURE
Circuit Assessment
Printing & Stationery
Adverts
Copier maintenance
Forum
Music-inc copyright
Audit
Sundries
Light & Heat
lnsurance & Water rates
Repairs & Renewals
Cleaning & Cleaner
Donations

YEAR ENDED 31.08.18
B & M Fund
Opening Balance
Boiler Fund Donations
Grants

£59,900
£124
£126
£308
£893
£631
£0
£247
£3,380
£5,672
£4,994
£3,854
£60

Boiler
Wall

EVENTS

18

£3626.24
£16203.29

£12400.00
£23147.21
£19829.53
£3317.68
£899.35
£1659.00
£771.92
£3330.27

CLEANING

Cleaners
Cleaning

£2916
£938
£3854

R&R

Equipment
Organ

£4202
£792
£4994

£80,188
Surplus for year
Deficit for Year

Events
TOCT
Sunday Coffee

£10717.21
£4400
£8000

£0
£3,700
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At Our church council recently I raised the question of toilet
twinning: the council was minded to go down the route of further
consideration (no change there!) and said I would put something in
Forum:-

Forum wishes
all our
readers:
a very

Do You Need A Loo?

What will be our choices for the New year?
will it be
Churchianity or Christianity
going to a church
or
belonging to a denomination or
learning things about God or
listening to the Word,
or
asking for volunteers
or
collections and hall lettings or
wanting new members
or
fellowship with each other or

being the church.
to the Body of Christ
learning things with God
listening for the Word
discerning the Spirit’s gifts
sacrificial giving.
wanting new believers.
fellowship with Jesus.

Hope you think it’s worth a second look?
It would be interesting to receive your comments.
From ‘The Loop’
Newsletter
October 2018
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Haywards

Heath

Methodist

Church

If you live in a small African or Asian village it is highly likely
that your home will boast no toilet facility – no loo, no latrine.
You
make use of the nearest field or hedge and so if you are a woman or
girl this is a dangerous thing to have to do – you are vulnerable to
attack and interference of all kinds.
One arm of the Tearfund
operation provides safe toilet facilities and it does it with the help of
us luckier people who don’t think twice when we need to “go”.
Anyone, or any organisation, can twin their toilet with one in
another country for just the sum of £60.
That sum is what it costs
to provide a latrine in a suitable form where it is needed. Your £60
may not go directly to fund one toilet, as education about hygiene is
seen as a vital tool in keeping people safe and healthy; your
donation to Tearfund will be used to provide clean water, basic
sanitation, and education.
When you donate £60 you will get a certificate to put in your
own toilet and this in turn passes the word around so more people
may be involved.
Locally, there are a number of twinned toilets
including at schools, at the Cathedral, at Old Newton and Ixworth
Methodist churches, to name but a few.
When the morning house group was discussing justice recently
the suggestion came up that one practical way we might respond
would be for Trinity to twin our toilets in this way.
The church
council asked that more information be provided and that an article
be put in Forum – so here it is. Those of you who can go on line will
find the website very helpful, answering all your questions:
Josie Keys

THANK YOU
A very big thank you to all involved in projecting and helping at
the Film and Food Evening on November 17th. The meal was lovely
thank you Anne and your team.
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Fairtrade Booming
2017 saw Fairtrade shoppers spending
£832 million, this was an increase of 8.1% of
which £386.9million was on Fairtrade wines
and drinks an annual rise of 27%.
Fairtrade ice cream sales also soared
68% following Unilevers decision to source all
ingredients from certified producers for its Ben
and Jerry's products. (The Summer 2018 may
also have had an influence.)
Sainsburys, Mondelez and Nestle gave
out more than £10million on licences to use the Fairtade logo, and
there is still an ongoing campaign with Sainsbury's to reinstate the
Fairtrade Foundations principals of Fairtrade. This gives product
makers a voice and choice as to how the Fairtrade Premium is used.
Sainsbury's wish to control this aspect and label products fairly traded.
Thank you for your ongoing support for product makers to receive
a fair price for what they produce.
David Wakeford

Here are the brain teasers for Christmas
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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In a carol what did the angels say to “certain poor shepherds in
fields as they lay”?
Norfolk Black, Bourbon Red and Broad-breasted White are varieties
of which species of edible bird?
What star sign would someone born on Christmas Day have?
In which Wallace and Gromit film does the criminal mastermind
Feathers McGraw appear?
What three gifts were given to Jesus by the Magi?
The head of which animal was traditionally eaten at medieval
Christmas feasts?
On what day is the feast of St Stephen?
Which Verdi opera premiered in Cairo on Christmas Eve 1871?
Which fruit is central to drinks in a wassail bowl?
Which carol was written in 1872 by Christina Rossetti, sister of the
artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti?
The answers are on another page

The Good News spread from Trinity
to the Glorious West of England.
We first visited Trinity Bury St. Edmunds over twenty years ago
when our granddaughters were toddlers. They were very excited that
Santa was on his way to Woolpit and they were eager to share with
Granny and Pompom (aka Grandpa) the real excitement of the
season, the Christmas Tree Festival. We were genuinely thrilled and
uttered the obligatory “Ooh`s” “And “Ahhhs” and later that evening
decided that such a festival would suit our very fine 1870`s
sandstone and oak Avenue Church in Minehead, West Somerset.
At the Church Council in the New Year I suggested we should
consider putting on such a festival for late Advent/Early Christmas
that year. The Chair at that meeting happened to be my best friend
and retired colleague with whom I had already shared our Bury
experience. We didn`t get the enthusiastic response we had hoped
for; sympathy; yes, warm good will aplenty but the list of what was
already in the diary could not be altered. I humbly withdrew and
apologised for taking so much AOB time.
“However…” - as the TV cooking judges say – Jo, the Church
Secretary came up with an idea. She had recently retired as head of
an Infants` School and was a regional officer for Save the Children
Fund and she was willing to bring in some of her team and with help
in putting trestle tops over pews they would do everything in
exchange for free premises and make a contribution toward costs of
energy and kitchen/light refreshments.
And so it happened; there were not many changes made to
what we had seen and enthused about at Trinity. But it did not end
there, Jo had invited Save the Children workers from all over the
County and region. By 2009 there were “Around 30 S.t.C. Christmas
Tree Festivals” spread over the South Western Counties and up the
Severn Valley.
In the early 2000s Save the Children supporters had knitted –
yes, knitted – enough panels to the pattern, sewn together to make
an Angel about 30 feet tall which hung from the roof of our church then being whisked away to a festival in North Devon and is still
circulating in four counties There is a long waiting list.
Thank you Trinity for helping to spread the light, joy and good
news of the Love of Jesus for young (and old) people, the whole
world round.
Ralph Taylor.
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The Bible
You may have heard concerning news about Traidcraft over
past weeks and months, but we would like to reassure you. We’ve
faced severe financial difficulties recently, but following an extensive
consultation process, we’re thrilled to be able to say that we’ve
created a plan to move the business forwards. Many of our
customers, friends and supporters were kind enough to contribute to
this process, and for this we thank you

Hope into Action
Proposal for WEST ROAD/ WESTLEY COMMUNITY CHURCH
Email: the colemans@uwclub.net
Hope into action was started by Christians passionate about the
church and homeless in Peterborough, they now partner with churches
in seven cities. We want to see the church house the vunerable in a
longterm, relational, holistic manner that doesn’t drain other financial
and human resources from on going vital church activities. This is how
it would work for West Rd/Westley community Church. Find an investor
for a house. The property would remain in legal ownership of the
investor who would lease the property to Hope In Action for a minimum
of five years. During that time a return would be paid from the rent/
housing benefit(which Hope In Action would collect) We see this as a
21st Century way of sharing
our possessions/wealth with
The answers to the brain teasers for
the needy.(Acts 2&4) West Rd/
Christmas are:Westley Community Church
wo u l d s u p p o r t H I A i n
maintenance and upkeep of the
property and in deciding the
type of tenants for the house.
For further information please
contact Mike Coleman on
01284702236.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

The First Noel.
Turkey..
Capricorn.
The Wrong Trousers.
Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh.
Boar.
December 26th.
Aida.
Apple.
In the Bleak Midwinter.
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This Book contains the mind of God,
the state of man,
the way of salvation,
the doom of sinners,
and the happiness of believers.
Its doctrines are holy,
its precepts are binding,
its histories are true,
and its decisions are immutable.
Read it to be wise,
believe it to be safe,
and practise it to be holy.
It contains light to direct you,
food to support you,
and comfort to cheer you.
It is the traveller’s map,
the pilgrim’s staff,
the pilot’s compass,
the soldier’s sword,
and the Christian’s Charter.
Here Paradise is restored, Heaven opened, and the gates of
Hell disclosed.
Christ is its grand subject, our good its design, and the glory
of God its end.
It should ﬁll the memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet.
Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully.
It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of
pleasure. It is given you in life, will be opened at the judgement,
and be remembered for ever. It involves the highest responsibility,
will reward the greatest labour, and condemn all who triﬂe with its
sacred contents.
From Tessa
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We need new
Volunteers!

BURY

For the past three years, Bury Drop-in
volunteers have provided care and
encouragement for hundreds of homeless and
vulnerable men and women in our community. We currently host up to
70 guests at our Tuesday and Friday sessions at Trinity Methodist
Church. We have a wonderful group of volunteers, but we need to
augment our team to better serve for our guests.
If you can welcome folks at the reception table, help in the
kitchen, or encourage guests facing significant challenges in their lives,
we’d love to have you on the team. Additionally, we’re seeking to fill
some jobs that take place behind the scenes: a publicity manager,
someone to oversee volunteer training, a fund-raising coordinator, a
person to manage first aid, and a few folks with clerical skills.
Our next volunteer training session will be held during November
2018.
If you’re interested in helping, you can obtain information and an
application by clicking on VOLUNTEERS at www.burydropin.org or emailing volunteer.dropin@btconnect.com

DROP in

BURY
DROP in

Bury Drop In meets every Tuesday and
Friday 11.00-2.00 at Trinity Methodist Church,
Brentgovel Street, Bury St Edmunds IP33 1EB
Prayer Walking - Every Monday afternoon.

A small number of us meet in the town centre to
walk and pray around the town, usually for the Drop-In, for the town,
and for some of the churches, for about half an hour to an hour. If you
would like to come once, or occasionally, text Heather on 07730
221121.

18-30's Group

- Every first Sunday 5.30 -7.30 pm at ‘The
Lounge' coffee shop, Hatter Street. For young adults to meet other
Christians in their age group whilst enjoying a coffee or milkshake,
playing table games or just sitting and chatting. Everyone aged 18-30 is
welcome, whether you come on your own or with friends! For further
information contact: thomas@mundell.co.uk
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BURY

Bury Drop-In Choir Concert

The Drop-In Choir are giving a concert at
Trinity on Saturday 8th December at 7.00pm. Last
years concert was extremely moving so please
come along and support them again. Drop-In are doing valuable and
worthwhile work with the homeless and other vulnerable adults using
our premises every Tuesday and Friday. Our support at this event will
be an encouragement to them.
The concert will be about an hour in length and consists of
approximately 50% carols and 50% other things,

DROP in

Thank you to Trinity for Harvest Bags
From: Holly Canham
Sent: 16 October 2018 09:43
A quick email to say thank you for the harvest bags.
As there were so many bags we were also able to donate
some of the bags to families at our Dereham Children's Centre and
Downham Market Children's Centre. However, the majority has gone to
our housing schemes in Bury St Edmunds.
Thank you again for your support - great we could support so
many people this year.
Best wishes,
Holly Canham
Community Fundraiser – Cambridgeshire, Norfolk & Suffolk

FORUM
Copy date for February/March 2019 issue is
20th January for distribution on 3rd February
Please send articles, preferably by email to:
trinitymag3@gmail.com or Tel: 01284 719019
or leave in the Forum pigeon hole
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