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Services at Trinity : December 2015—January 2016
Sunday Morning Service at 10.00am
6th December

Revd Debbie Borda

Toy Service

13th December

Revd Debbie Borda

Holy Communion

4.00pm
20th December

Messy Church Christingle Service led by
Revd Debbie Borda

Revd Vaughan Tong
6.00pm

Carol Service led by Revd Debbie Borda

27th December

Mrs Josie Keys

3rd January

Revd Debbie Borda

10th January

Mrs Carol Colton
4.00pm

17th January

Covenant Service

Messy Church

Mrs Liz Kearsley, MA
6.30pm

United Service @ St Georges Church

24th January

Revd Debbie Borda

31st January

Dr. Barbara Chipperfield
6.00pm

Evening Prayers

Revd Debbie Borda

On p.23 of FORUM you will find a full list of all the Services to be held at Trinity over the Christmas period. If you are unable to attend these Services then
I would ask you to hold them in prayer.
On the 18th December Priory School will be holding their end of term Service
at the Church. Please hold the staff and pupils in prayer.
Merry Christmas
Debbie
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Revd Debbie Borda writes ……………...
Dear Friends
Merry Christmas and a Peaceful New Year
Freddie and I would like to take this opportunity to wish
you a very Merry Christmas as we celebrate the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ. A birth to an extraordinary family –
a single woman who was engaged to be married, a couple that would become refugees roaming the streets hoping that someone
might take them in and welcome them, a baby to be born with animals
watching on and who would receive some unusual visitors. But at that moment the heavens opened and God is seen in all his glory and his love, his
love for you and me, and it is that love which gives us hope.
There is a story of a boy who lived in an isolated house on a hill, a Godforsaken place for a young man. But one thing fascinated him. Each night
he would look out into the darkness and see a light. It was far away on a
hilltop, but this sign of life gave him hope.
One day he decided to go in search of it. It was a long and lonely walk, and
it was already dark before he reached the outskirts of a town. Tired and
hungry, he knocked at the first door he came to, and explained his search
for the mysterious light that had always given him hope.
‘I know it!’ replied the woman who had answered the door. ‘It gives me hope
as well.’ And she pointed back in the direction from which he had come.
There, on the horizon, was single light shining. A sign of life in the darkness.
The light was his own house.
Many people search for spiritual holiness, and yet during this Christmas
maybe we need to look within – we don’t have to be faultless before the
Lord Jesus will come; we don’t have to pretend to be anything we are not;
remember Jesus came for the ordinary, the sick and the rejected, but we
have to open our hearts to him and then we will know the true meaning of
Christmas, we can truly allow Christ in.
Merry Christmas

Debbie and Freddie and Alfie
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Latest news about the organ………..
Our organ is now back in the Church and is
functioning again after extensive repairs and a major service.
During the next few weeks it will have to settle down
and become used to the temperature of the church again; then it will have to
be retuned. It will also be stiff at first as the new components settle down.
Only then will it be properly up and running but we trust that the attention it
has received from the organ builders this year, and the replacement blower
fitted last year, will keep it ticking over for many years to come.
When I send my car in for a service and repair I expect to notice some
difference as a result of the repair but not as a result of the service; the
same is true of an organ. A service will simply ensure, as far as possible, that
the organ continues to run but a repair will focus on something that has broken. In our case, the soundboards had warped and I mentioned this problem
last time. This was the major task and the reason for embarking upon the repair and service.
However, outside the realms of either service or repair, we have taken the opportunity to revoice the organ by removing one of the ranks of pipes very
rarely used and replacing it with another. This has given us an
instrument that is brighter and more versatile. Some more work has yet to be
done in this area to make sure that the new pipes effectively balance the others, but this will be done soon and the organ will remain in use.
If anyone wishes to know more about the work that has taken place and, in
particular, wants to know about the revoicing, do please ask me about it and
I shall be very pleased to explain. For those interested, I can provide a full
specification of the revoiced organ.
David Dean

Trinity House Groups - David Wakeford—Tel: 01284 787660
Eastgate House Group: the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month-10.30am,
meeting at Eastgate House.
Springfield House Group: the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month-7.30pm
at various locations.
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Editorial
At the time of writing it is exactly one month to
Christmas: the shops are busy, Bury Fair is about to
begin, family arrangements for the festive period are
being made and ‘Strictly’ is at a very tense stage after Blackpool and accusations of vote-rigging.
Amidst all of this our Church has a lot happening
over the next month. Debbie has provided a list of all the Services leading
up to Christmas(p23) to which everyone is welcome. In particular, there is
the Christingle Service on Sunday, 13th December,4pm, with a worship celebration presented by Messy Church. This should be a lovely occasion. It will
be followed by a Festive Tea with all the irresistible food and drinks for which
Trinity has a well-earned reputation. Do come along if you can.
In October Vaughan and Deanna organised another (20th?) visit to the Holy
Land. This was a very busy tour which took in many places, including Jerusalem and Bethlehem. On p18-19 Clare Mellor and Andrew Walker give their
own account of this trip and provide a fascinating insight into what they
experienced.
John Hodson gives details of the Church Accounts for 2014/15 on p20/21.
We offer our grateful thanks to John for all the work that he does with the
Church Finances and the time that he gives. If you have any queries, please
contact John directly.
Our best wishes to all for a happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year.
Keith and Catherine Reynolds

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Sunday, 17th January: a Service for Christian Unity will be held at 6.30pm,
at St Georges Church. ‘Munch and Chat’ gatherings will follow at Trinity on
Wednesday, 20th January at 12.00—1.30pm. All welcome.
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From Revd Peter Dainty ...

Blessed are the Meek
Though proud men ruled the world,
enthroned in pomp and power;
the plan of God unfurled
in a fragile village flower;
an unsophisticated girl,
who dared say `Yes` to God`s strange will.
Those rich men did not know,
wrapped in cocoons of gold,
that, where the raw winds blow,
God`s message was being told
to poor men watching through the night,
bedazzled by mysterious light.
And those with earthbound eyes
could never understand
that God accounted wise
men from a distant land,
who searched the heavens for signs of grace
and chased a star to see God`s face.
The great ones have their day,
and strut this worldly stage
while God prepares a ply
fit for a different age,
when wooden cross and stable birth
empower the meek to rule the earth.
Peter Dainty
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Trinity Methodist Church Council - 2015
Minister

Revd Debbie Borda

Church Stewards

Phil Colton
Don Day
Lynda Moore

Circuit Steward

Ruth Logan

Church Council Secretary

Barbara Chipperfield

Church Treasurer

John Hodson

Church Representatives

John Chambers
Brian De’ath
Richard Hopper
Joan Romano
Doug Wayman
Catherine Reynolds

Messy Church

Sue Robinson

Pastoral Committee

Vaughan Tong

Property

Dennis Heath

Methodist Women

Margaret Dainty

Communion Steward

Betty Wakeford

House Groups

David Wakeford

Worship Consultation

Josie Keys

World Service Committee

Adrian Romano
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John Davies
Eyo Inameti
Andrew Walker

Ann Dean
Clare De’ath
John Moore
Beryl Scott
Gwyn Weallans
Brian Bagnall

News of the Church Family
We pray for friends who are unwell or recovering from
illness or unable to get to Church and facing new
challenges in their lives. Among them:
Joyce Blake
Peter Dainty
Michael and June Fenn
Janet King
John and Judy Rolfe
Pam and Alan Twamley

Freddie Borda
Ian and Jean Day
Mark, Colin and Jean Francis
Grace Lees
David and Pamela Rogers
Maureen Wayman

We remember those who have died: Elizabeth Buchanan, Eric Orton and
Kathleen Bonnett and we hold their families and friends in prayer.
We hold the friends at Thurston in prayer as they have made the decision to
close the chapel and move to Northumberland Avenue. We give thanks to
God for their great witness over the years.
During December and January please find time to pray for those who live in
these roads close to Trinity:December January
-

Well Street and Cannonfield
Garland Street and Cryspen Court

Trinity Prayer Circle
Should you wish us to pray for someone, then the Prayer Circle would be
glad to do this. This group is a ‘First Response’ team for peoples’ prayer
needs and is not solely for the use of Trinity members. Prayer requests
may also be hung on the Prayer Tree for inclusion in Sunday morning worship before being circulated to the Prayer Network for further prayer during
the week. Prayer requests are confidential within the group. We simply
email requests to you or telephone via a network of members.
Email : db@wakeford1942.plus.com or Tel: 01284 787660
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Each year, Christmas seems to creep up on us and for
so many families it is a busy, and hopefully, a happy
time. I expect your diaries are starting to fill up with
Christmas events and family celebration dates too and
Messy Church would like to invite you to a couple of
special occasions where we can all share in the joyous
Christmas message of hope.
On December 13th Messy Church will present a Christingle worship celebration led by Debbie, which will be followed by a festive tea. We offer a warm
welcome to all our Church members to support us and enjoy this creative
celebration of Christmas.
A bit of history to set the scene: The Christingle was started in 1794 by a
German pastor called Johannes de Watteville. He wanted to introduce
something special to his Christmas Service, especially for the children. He
devised the idea of a Christingle gift that was symbolic, meaningful, practical and cheap to make, with an accompanying prayer that said “Lord Jesus,
kindle a flame in these dear children’s hearts”. In 1968 The Children’s Society first introduced Christingle to The Church of England and it has since
become an established part of Christmas worship.
If you have never attended a Christingle Service then you can’t miss this opportunity. Just come along for a 4pm start and experience a magical and
meaningful afternoon.
Our next regular Christmas event to book is the Crib Service, with delicious
refreshments in the hall from 2.30pm on Christmas Eve, followed by a short
act of worship at 3pm. Bring along visiting grandchildren and other relations and enjoy a brief respite from all the frenetic preparations at home.
It’s a wonderful, reflective and happy time.
Both these occasions provide a relaxed opportunity to meet our Messy
Church families and for them to see their extended Church family. Do make
a note of the dates now in your diary.
Our programme for next year is already planned and we start 2016 with a
session entitled “Hide and Seek”. We are all guilty of “camouflaging” our
faith in some circumstances or company and it can be hard or awkward to
stand up for our beliefs when faced with possible antagonism or prejudice.
The New Year always presents a good opportunity to start afresh in our
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approach to life and our faith. In Messy Church we hope we demonstrate
our faith through our welcome, warmth and acceptance of all who have the
courage to come along for the first time. If you have new neighbours,
friends or colleagues with young children, why not give them an invitation to
join us? – take a postcard from the foyer. We pray that as we continue in
this mission of the Church for our 6th year, the joy of demonstrating our faith
will shine out to all who join us.
Sue Robinson

Christmas Fare
Traditions of the food we eat at Christmas
go back a long way. Christmas coincides with the winter
solstice when goose and boar were the usual foods .
William Strickland introduced the turkey to Britain in
the 16th Century. It is now the favourite bird for Christmas.
For Christians, puddings and porridge are a remembrance
of one of the gifts of the Magi - that of
Frankincense.
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Sydney

New York
12

Dubai

London
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News from Northumberland Avenue……….
Our traditional Harvest Festival Service with Revd Jack Bingham was enjoyed
by everyone and also our Harvest Supper on Monday evening with entertainment by organist David Honeyball (see photo).

The brick infill to the front win-

dows at Northumberland Avenue is now complete. Since
September we have been able
to make good use of the newly
installed notice board.

December events include:
Saturday 12th December
Saturday 19th December
Sunday 20th December

Church Christmas Luncheon
Churches Together Carol Singing in the two
Shopping Precincts
10.30am Carol Service, at which donations
for AfC will be hung on the Christmas Tree

Women’s Fellowship - Wednesdays at 2.30pm
December 2nd
December 9th
December 16th

Revd John Boardman
Revd Debbie Borda
Carols and Readings—Gentlemen welcome

January 13th
January 20th
January 27th

Revd Debbie Borda
Members Afternoon
Mr Adrian Mann
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Foodbanks
One of the many features of the modern-day
‘Corporate Christmas’ is the encouragement
given to us to consume large quantities of food
which is, apparently, essential for enjoying the
occasion.
It seemed appropriate, therefore, to spend just a little time looking at the issue of Foodbanks. They are not entirely new, the first one being set up in
the US in 1967. It was not until the first decade of this century that they
developed in the UK, particularly after the financial crash of 2008. They are
run by various groups, especially Churches, and the biggest of these is the
Trussell Trust. This is a Christian charity, who supply around 43% of the
overall provision at UK Foodbanks. In 2008/9 Trussell provided around
25,000 people with 3 days of emergency food, in 2014/15 the figure was
over 1,000,000 which included nearly 400,000 children. Vouchers for foodboxes are distributed by frontline professionals, eg doctors, social workers,
ministers. Trussell’s nearest outlet to us is in Thetford.
Why do people need emergency food? This cannot simply be put down to
fecklessness. The Trussell Trust say that some of the main issues are:
benefit delays/changes, illness, redundancy, debt and family breakdown, all
within the context of 13 million people living in the UK today below the
poverty line.
Foodbanks have a vital role to play in providing urgent relief for adults and
children who would otherwise go hungry. However this alone is not
enough-reform is essential to reduce and eventually remove the need for
them at all. Ruth Gee, President of the Methodist Conference, 2013-14,
said this: “Why are new foodbanks opening across the country every few
days when this is one of the wealthiest nations in the world? When we hear
stories about the increasing need for foodbanks, we are bound to respond
and to obey Jesus’ command to love our neighbour: supporting foodbanks
is one way of doing this. We also need to recognise that the need will
continue to increase unless we tackle the underlying causes of food poverty.”
In Bury there is a Foodbank run by Gatehouse, on Dettingen Way. Donations
can be taken to them directly (tel: 01284 754967) or alternatively can be
placed in the collection bin at ASDA on Western Way. They need:
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Tomatoes (Tinned)
Soup (Tinned or packet)
Sugar (500g)
Orange Juice (Carton)
Milk (UHT)
Fruit (Tinned)
Breakfast Cereal
Meat (Tinned)

Rice Pudding (Tinned)
Tea Bags
Chocolate
Biscuits
Vegetables (Tinned)
Tuna/Fish (Tinned)
Pasta Sauce (Jar)
Pasta/Noodles (Dried)

Website:www.gatehouse.org.uk
Book Review from Janet Higgs

Keith Reynolds
-

sent from America

‘LILA’
Author: Marilynne Robinson
I read this book and found it fascinating on so many levels. It is the fictional
story of a not-so-young American woman whose life has been 'hard' and her
encounter with a church community. I wonder how often we consider
how 'alien' our church customs and language must seem to someone totally
unfamiliar with church? Many of us have grown up in church, or at least
have become familiar with its rituals, but for those outside it can be an uncomfortable experience. Lila had been warned to avoid going into a church
because ‘they always ask you for money,’ and she had none to give, but on
one occasion desperate to ‘save her one good dress’ from the rain she
steps inside.
While there, she picks up a Bible which she promptly 'steals' to make sense
of her life experiences. As a result of her questions she seeks counsel from
the minister. Through their encounters and discussions, "he tried to explain
and she tried to understand". They both learn to see life differently. It is this
change in perspective that presents opportunities for each of them.
Throughout the book Lila constantly refers back to previous relationships
which inevitably colour how her fledgling faith evolves.
I am anxious not to say more lest I give too much away! This is not a fastpaced, plot-based novel by any means, but it asks meaningful questions of
how we relate our faith to those outside. It opens our eyes to those on the
margins of society and how they get by and support one another. The book
explores fellowship, trials and hardships, providing the bedrock of Lila's life.
However, when she encounters people in church, she finds it difficult to
trust those whom she views with suspicion, including the Reverend. I recommend this book to anyone looking for something thought-provoking,
laced with gentle humour and candour in equal measure.
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Gingerbread Reindeers to make for Christmas
Gingerbread reindeers are made by simply turning a gingerbread man upside down to decorate!
This recipe is enough to make 15 reindeers.
You will need:
6 oz butter
4 oz light brown soft sugar
3 oz dark brown soft sugar
zest of ½ lemon and ½ orange
juice of ½ orange
4 tbsp honey
2 eggs
14 oz plain flour
2 tsp baking powder
1 tbsp ground ginger
1 tsp ground cinnamon
½ tsp ground allspice
½ tsp ground nutmeg
½ tsp ground black pepper
What to do
Cream together butter and sugar until light and fluffy. Mix in citrus zest,
juice, honey and eggs. Sieve the remaining ingredients together and gradually beat into the creamed mixture. Spoon onto plastic wrap, wrap up and
chill in fridge for at least an hour.
Preheat oven to 160°C. Turn the dough out onto a floured surface and roll
out to about 3mm thick. Use a gingerbread cutters and press out your reindeer shapes and place on a non-stick baking sheet. Put the whole sheet in
the freezer for ten minutes (this stops the biscuits spreading too much during cooking).
Bake for 6 minutes, then turn tray and bake a further 4 minutes. Allow to
cool and harden in the tray for 5 minutes, then transfer to a wire rack. Decorate once completely cold and store in an airtight container for up to two
weeks.
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“To be a Pilgrim”……Visiting the Holy Land, October 2015
We really had no idea what the next ten days would be like; we had read the
brochure, attended Vaughan’s talk, read the guide books, listened to the
news. We have travelled in parts of the Middle East, we love the cuisine
from that part of the world, we know the Bible stories and love the heat.
When we landed, after a delayed flight we then spent nearly 2 hours getting
through passport control. It was chaos, there were so many people from all
corners of the world trying to get in to Israel, little did we realise that over
the next 10 days it would seem that they wanted to travel with us too! Each
day we had to leave the hotel earlier and earlier to get ahead of the crowds,
but at the same time it was wonderful to be in the company of so many
Christians from so many cultures and to witness their dedication.
From our personal point of view it was fascinating and enlightening to be in
the Bible landscape even though we had to have vivid imaginations to “see”
where Jesus, taught or walked or was crucified, so much has been razed to
the ground by the Romans, Crusaders, Saladin or present day wars … and
then rebuilt time and time again. We really got a sense of place such as the
wilderness of Judea, Bethlehem’s proximity to Jerusalem, The Mount of
Olives, the Sea of Galilee, the desert down to the Dead Sea and even the
life of the Bedouin which can hardly have changed until very recently.
My favourite place was Caesarea Philippi; I could just imagine Jesus teaching in the shade of the fig tree, and my saddest place was the tourist (sic)
viewpoint at the Golan Heights. We had driven on a disputed road with
clearly marked minefields on either side and as we stood there looking
across the valley to Syria and looking down on the UN compound we heard
the heavy artillery fire 25 kilometres away and knew that innocent people
were being killed and that these lands are a long way from peace. Andrew’s
favourite place was the Monastery and Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu on
the side of Mount Zion. It was an oasis of calm and we could see the steps
that Jesus would have had to have taken down into Jerusalem for his trial.
Andrew’s most “difficult” site to understand was The Garden Tomb (just behind our hotel) where the claim to authenticity was stretched rather too far.
Our guide Oliver said that he didn’t take tour groups that didn’t want
religion to be part of the narrative as he believed that it is naïve to attempt
to understand the country without putting it into religious context and we
certainly witnessed that at every turn during our time in Israel.
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Was it a pilgrimage?
I expect we shall be able to answer that after more reflection.
Were we glad we went?
YES.
Would we go again?……..
Clare Mellor and Andrew Walker

Qumran Caves

St Peters in Galilee

Prayers in the Notice Sheet
A church that prays together is a church that will grow in fellowship and spirituality.
Therefore, it would be good to have a prayer for the week in the notices. A
prayer that would be about the church, circuit, the local community and any
current situations, it does need to be a topical prayer.
It would be good to have a list of people who feel that this is their calling
and are prepared to write the prayer to go in the notice sheet, you could offer to write the prayer for a particular week or to offer to take a month on
and write a prayer for each week of that month.
I would be grateful if you would include this idea in your personal prayers
and if you feel this is your calling please let me know so that I can add your
name to the rota. Or indeed if you think that this is someone else’s calling
then why not have a word with them and with me, often we need that nudge
to realise that God is speaking to us.
God bless
Debbie
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From John Hodson
Income & Expenditure A/C-Year ended 31 August 2015
2015
£
Income
Offertories-Cash
-Envelopes
Standing Orders & Donations

£

4509
24054
20616
-----------

Total Income
Expenditure
Circuit Assessment
Printing & Stationery
Adverts
Copier Maintenance
Forum
Music-inc. copyright
Audit
Sundries
Light & Heat
Insurance & Water Rates
Repairs & Renewals
Cleaning & Cleaner
Donations

59000
454
555
340
1032
600
250
36
3968
3374
3931
3293
760
--------

Total Expenditure
Deficit/Surplus for year

Weekly Events at Trinity
Monday
6.00 pm
7.30 pm
Tuesday
7.45 pm
9.00—12.00pm
7.30 pm
12.15 pm

£

4516
23727
21098
—--------49179
326
4982
380
10741
4400
200
4350
————74508

Interest
Coffee Mornings
Funerals
Tax Refunds
Lettings
Church Organisations
Events

Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

2014
£

77593
----------(3085)
=====

49341
374
4223
375
11492
5291
100
4754
————
75950

56000
396
493
359
1326
818
250
191
3908
3229
3804
3111
910
————
74795
————1155
====

18th Bury St Edmunds Brownies (weekly).
Trefoil Guild (2nd week of each month).
Tuesday Group (1st & 3rd Tuesday of the
month).
TRINITY COFFEE SHOP
Choir Practice.
Seniors Lunch Club (by Registration)
please telephone 01284 764514
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Church Statement of Funds-31 August 2015
2015
£

£

Benevolent Fund
Specific Funds
Building & Maintenance Fund
Creditors
Legacies etc
General Account
Balance b/f
Deficit/Surplus for year

Fund held
Central Finance Board
HSBC-Current a/c
Debtors & Paid in Advance

2014
£

£

90
955
23526
913
26820

154
1465
36010
624
25919

24824
(3085)
————

23669
1155
———21739
-—-——74043
======

24824
-———88996
=====

50818
1095
22130
————74043
=====

65589
899
22508
—————
88996
=====

For any further details, please contact John Hodson, Church Treasurer.

Copy for FORUM February—March 2016
Please send articles, preferably by email, to:
Trinityforum@aol.co.uk, or leave in the Forum pigeon hole on
the Church landing no later than:
SUNDAY 17th January 2016
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Christmas Dates for your Diary ………….
Dear Friends
I hope that you are looking forward to the season of Advent and Christmas.
As we journey through to the 25th December, there are many extra
Services that will be taking place at Trinity. I have listed them below, and I
hope you will want to come along to them and be part of them.
6th December 10.00 a.m.
Toy Service
You are invited to bring along a new toy which will go to the Social Services.
Please leave it unwrapped, in that way the agencies can decide which gift
is best for which child, however if you could bring along some wrapping paper separately that would be helpful.
13th December 4.00 p.m.
Christingle Service
This is for everyone – not just for children! During the Service we will learn
about the Christingle as we make them. The service will be followed by a
festive tea.
20th December 6.00 p.m.
Carol Service
We will explore the Christmas story as we sing favourite carols; this will be
followed by mince pies and tea/coffee.
24th December 3.00 p.m.
Crib Service
A time to pause and reflect on the meaning of Christmas.
24th December 11.15 p.m.
Midnight Service
We look forward to celebrating the birth of our Lord as we share in Holy
Communion.
25th December 10.00 a.m.
Christmas Day Celebration
Do bring families and friends along as we celebrate this special day. You
are invited to bring along one of the presents you have received to share
with us all.
3rd January 10.00 a.m.
Covenant Service
Our annual Covenant Service when we renew our covenantal relationship
with God.
Debbie Borda
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