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Services at Trinity : August—September 2015
Sunday Morning Service at 10.00am
2nd August

Miss Jenny Benfield

9th August

Mrs Josie Keys

16th August

Revd Jack Bingham

23rd August

Mrs Liz Kearsley

30th August

Revd Vaughan Tong

Holy Communion

6.00pm Service of Welcome for Revd Debbie Borda
6th September

Revd Debbie Borda

13th September

Revd Debbie Borda
4.00pm

Holy Communion

Messy Church

20th September

Dr Barbara Chipperfield

27th September

Revd Debbie Borda

Harvest Festival

Trinity Prayer Circle:
Prayer requests may be hung on the Prayer Tree for inclusion in Sunday
morning worship before being circulated to the Prayer Network for further
prayer during the week. Prayer requests are confidential within the group.
For further details:
Email : db@wakeford1942.plus.com or Tel: 01284 787660
Weekly activities and regular House Groups will reconvene after the summer
break. Further details will be published in September on the weekly Notice
Sheet.
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Revd Rob Hufton writes ……………….
Dear Friends
By the time you read this letter I will be your minister
in name only. Tradition expects that once a minister
moves from the place where they have worked, others provide cover until their successor takes over. I
hope you will not think that I am hanging on to the
end by writing this letter but I wanted to say thank you
to those who have “blessed us on our way with countless gifts of love”. Methodism’s insistence on an orderliness that means the departure of a minister is
signposted more than a year before the event, can be unsettling. It feels like
we have been saying “goodbye” for ages. You probably feel the same way!
At times I have struggled to find an answer to the oft-repeated question
“what are you going to do in your retirement?” I have had to remind myself
that I can only live in the present moment. Jesus was good at doing that. Do
you remember how he talks about letting tomorrow take care of itself as this
day has sufficient concerns of its own? It’s a hard rule to live by and inevitably the change of minister brings uncertainty, but such an approach to our
busy and sometimes chaotic lives, does offer us a way of being more God
centered. So the real answer to the question is that I don’t know what I shall
do in retirement but for a while I will listen carefully, keep my eyes wide open
and keep my mouth shut (a difficult thing for me I know).
During the recent Methodist Conference the outgoing President preached
on the Church being a thankful community. In some places the service of
Holy Communion is called the Eucharist. This is a Greek word and it means
thanksgiving. Indeed the prayer we say before we receive the bread and
wine is called “The Thanksgiving” and celebrates all that God has done for
us in Jesus Christ. One of the first sermons I preached was on the verse
“Give thanks in all circumstances” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). 40 years later I
am embarrassed that I had the impudence of relative youth to offer such a
word to congregations who had seen a lot more of life than me. Now I realise
that God was teaching me a truth that has served me well. That text from
Philippians which I was bold enough to share in my salad days still sustains
me.
One afternoon, shortly before leaving, I sat overlooking a beautiful garden. I
was told that one of the delights of the day was to watch different parts of
4

the garden being transformed with golden light as the sun tracked across
the sky. In a wonderful way our appreciation of the scene before us prompted a flow of thankfulness for the blessings of life.
Our thankfulness was not detached from the realities of loss, bereavement,
pain and suffering. But again and again, praise and thanksgiving broke
through as we marveled at the gracious way that our lives were still being
redeemed and shaped by God’s eternal love and mercy.
May God bless you.
Ten thousand thousand precious gifts
My daily thanks employ,
Nor is the least a cheerful heart
That tastes those gifts with joy
Joseph Addison StF 97 v4
In Christian love
Rob

This, this is the God we adore,

Our faithful , unchangeable friend,
Whose love is as great as his power,

and neither knows measure nor end.
‘Tis Jesus, the first and the last,

Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home:
We’ll praise him for all that is past,
And trust him for all that’s to come

Joseph Hart (1712 - 1767

As a symbol of release Rob presented a calligraphy copy of the above text, the final
hymn sung at the Service of Farewell, to each of his Churches-Northumberland Avenue, Thurston and Trinity. Thank you Rob and Sue.
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Editorial
So here we are in high summer-the weather is
somewhat changeable but it is at least warmer.
There are the long evenings, holidays, the Proms,
Wimbledon, the Cricket season. What’s not to like?
It’s my own favourite time of year, as it is for many
others. Nonetheless there are also a lot of people,
no doubt some of you reading this magazine, who do
not feel the same way. The bulbs in the spring, the turning leaves in the autumn, or a crisp winter’s day have a greater appeal than the summer
months. I have to admit to finding it difficult to understand why other people
don’t share my own love of the summer, but appreciate how differently we
all think and feel on such a fundamental part of life. So, if Spring, Autumn or
Winter is your best season please do write in to Forum and explain why this
is so. We will publish a whole range of responses.
It is also the time of year when Methodist Ministers are on the move. As Rob
retires to the shores of Whitley Bay, we welcome Revd Debbie Borda as our
new Minister and Circuit Superintendent. The Fish and Chip Supper was a
highly entertaining evening and a great success as a farewell for Rob and
Sue (p10). Thanks to John Moore for his skill in capturing events of this year
for our centre pages. Debbie Borda will take over in September and there
will be a Service of Welcome at Trinity on Sunday, 30th August,6pm. At the
moment she is busy preparing for the move to Suffolk (p7), and hopefully all
will go well. We look forward to her arrival as she prepares to take the
Church into the future.
An example of the variable summer weather is shown in Nicky Crouch’s vivid
account of the 24-hour sponsored walk she took part in on June 20th to
raise money for Sense, a charity supporting children and adults who are
deaf and blind (p16). One can almost feel the effort and pain involved. Her
daughter Izzy played an important part as well. 52 miles in a day is a very
tough challenge, so congratulations to Nicky on her achievement.
We hope you enjoy the rest of the summer-whether it’s your favourite season
or not-and if you have some interesting experiences that you would like to
share in a future edition of Forum, please let us know.
Keith and Catherine Reynolds

6

From Revd Debbie Borda
Dear Friends
Freddie and I are really looking forward to joining
with you in September. As I write the packing is well
under way although I do sometimes doubt whether it
will all be done in time!
We have been in Winchester for the past 5 years and
I have been the minister of the Winchester United Church (a Methodist/URC
LEP), Twyford Chapel and King’s Somborne Chapel. Prior to that we were in
Taunton and we come from East Kent – so we have travelled around the
countryside.
Suffolk is an area we do not know very well so we are both looking forward
to exploring the area as we get to know you.
Also moving with us is Alfie, our dog, a 3 year old Lurcher – a cross between
a Saluki and a Greyhound – totally scatty, loves people and only has 3 legs.
We know that many of you have been praying for us as we prepare to move
and we thank you for your prayers and we pray for you that together we will
continue to grow God’s kingdom here on earth.
God bless

Debbie
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Worship Consultation
A CHANCE TO LISTEN AND SHARE

In the last edition of Forum, Clare asked “do we really listen?” This note is
not to answer any of her very valid questions about our listening to one another, but to tell you of an opportunity for anyone to share in a listening
experience concerned with the life of Trinity Methodist Church.
There exists in Methodism a group known as the “Worship Consultation” at
which any matters to do with the worshipping life of a church can be aired. I
was asked to reconvene this consultation which hadn’t met for a while and a
few of us met on five occasions between May 2013 and May 2014.
Quite a few practical matters were sorted out concerning, among other
things, music, sound & vision, public reading/speaking, the inclusion of Trinity Plus in the morning worship schedules, and so on; and deeper matters
about being a welcoming place and a source for discipleship were considered.
One subject dealt with was the place of teaching as well as of preaching in
our worship. Whilst we agreed that people learn from sermons and worship
presentations, it was thought a separate teaching event might be helpful
and one was arranged outside the context of worship. A four week series in
the Autumn of 2014 was set up with opportunity to join in either on an evening or a morning and those who attended found Rob’s teaching sessions on
a variety of subjects very helpful.
The Leadership Team has asked that the Worship Consultation now consider
how we might provide more opportunities for our church members to learn
more about the faith we have and to deepen that faith through knowledge.
Anyone who is interested in the worship and work at Trinity may attend a worship consultation and this is an early warning of a meeting arranged for 23rd
September at 7.30pm in the Coffee Lounge at which the question put to us
by the Leadership Team will be discussed. There may well be other matters
concerning worship to be raised as well – please bring any concerns with
you. And, harking back to my first paragraph, this can be an opportunity to
listen to one another. Also, of course, to share our thinking with our new
Minister and listen to her ideas on these subjects.
I repeat, this consultation is open to anyone to attend; do come and join us.
A note to me or to Debbie of any particular points you would like to raise
would be helpful but not essential. We aim to be flexible and gracious and
to listen to one another.
Josie Keys–Worship Consultation Convenor
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From Revd Peter Dainty ………………………
CREATION OUT OF NOTHING

Darkness is nothing
but the absence of light;
and, out of nothing,
God made all things visible,
sparking the empty black
with blazing stars
and innumerable mornings.
Silence is nothing
but the absence of sound;
and, out of nothing,
God made all things audible,
plucking the noiseless tension
into the throbbing music
of creation`s song of joy.
Stillness is nothing
but the lack of movement;
and out nothing,
God made things move,
broadcasting seeds of life
in the growing fields of space.
God`s nature always is
to turn poor nothings
into something great.
He called weak slaves
to be his chosen nation;
he made a dying man
the world`s salvation;
and from the grave he raised
a new creation.
I f from such nothings
God makes all new,
what might he, in his wisdom,
make of me and you?
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From Phil Colton………...
Saying Farewell to Rob and Sue Hufton
On Saturday 11th July we met at Trinity for a Fish and Chip Supper to mark
our appreciation, to express our thanks and to say farewell to Rob and Sue.
This is the speech I gave that evening which I hope sums up our feelings:
“Rob and Sue, it’s five years since we met you both and I have to say we did
wonder what dynamism we should expect coming from Clapham and the
Big Smoke. We were not disappointed. They have been interesting years,
punctuated with some great events that we have shared. I recall the Palestinian Children’s art exhibition, Sue’s work with the Saint John’s Bible and
her talk on what had gone into it and our recent Celebration of Christmas
presentation to name but a few.
We’ve seen a few changes like the repairing of the back wall and the refurbishment of the foyer; moving the time of morning worship and the joy that
Messy Church has brought. We’ve shared a lot of happiness and not a little
pain with the number of funerals you have led for us so very well, counterbalanced by the christenings we’ve all enjoyed. Until last Sunday we hadn’t
appreciated the number of weddings you had conducted on our behalf. It is
perhaps a shame that the outside of our church does not live up to the inside and is not so convenient or so photogenic as the chapel at Hengrave.
What we have also valued so highly has been the spiritual leadership you
have given us in Sunday Worship, through your preaching and in the care
you have exercised over us. I thank you as a steward on behalf of the congregation and as a friend, for all you have done for us. We also thank Sue
who has supported you quietly in the background whilst pursuing her own
career and art. Although we haven’t seen much of Joe and Sam because of
the way that their lives have taken them, we would like you to know that we
have treasured having the whole family in our congregation.
I have to say that much as we shall be sorry to lose you I am a little envious
of where you are going. I led a couple of school trips to visit Hadrian’s Wall,
Beamish and the Farne Islands and we stayed in Whitley Bay. Very bracing,
or is that Skegness? As you know I come from Lancashire and Carol is really a Geordie but we chose to live in Suffolk because we value its beauty and
its quietness compared with many parts of Britain. However, if I had to
choose to live anywhere else I would choose Northumberland. We hope you
will be very happy there and enjoy a long and fulfilling retirement.
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As a token of our thanks and best wishes we would like to give you some
tangible items to remember us by. (Gifts of a framed map of Bury St. Edmunds, a picture of Angel Hill)
And also this cheque which I will give to Sue with which we hope you will
choose something to enhance your new home; or a season ticket to St.
James’s Park.
Happy Retirement, Rob! You may sit down.”
Phil Colton
Senior Steward

To Our Friends at Trinity
Sue and I would like to thank you for last night’s happy occasion.
Thank you to all who came and made it a special evening for us.
We had a lovely time and really appreciated the thought and care
which had gone into organising the food and entertainment. What a
delightful mixture of funny words and lovely music!
We were taken aback when we saw how generous you had been to us.
The magnificent map and beautiful picture were so well chosen and
we will enjoy being reminded of our five years in such a special place.
Then there was the cheque as well. We will need to think carefully
about how we use it.
Of course we do not say goodbye to you for a couple of weeks but
want you to know how grateful we are for you kindness to us.
In Christian love
Rob and Sue

11

Rob a

Memories of Trinity in 2015-The Aw
and the Fish a

12

and Sue

way Day, 60s Evening, Messy Church,
and Chip Supper

13

News of the Church Family


Ryan Brunning was baptised at Northumberland Avenue on 21st June



The Minister married three couples at Hengrave Hall during the last
couple of months:
Hayley Connor and Luke Blythe on 13th June
Sara Hardman and Geoff Hillyer on 21st June
Rebecca Orme and Mark Webster on 4th July
Rachel Kent and Mitch Laws were married at Northumberland
Avenue on 25th July.

We remember a number of our friends who have died.
Ena Finlayson’s funeral was at Risby with a Thanksgiving Service
later at Trinity on 19th June.
Morton Peck’s funeral was at Risby on 3rd July.
Diane Mackinder’s funeral was at Risby 9th July.
We also remember Janice and John Davies following the death of
her Aunt Joyce Kemp who died on 5th July.
We thank God for the lives of these our brother and sisters in Christ and offer our condolences to those who loved and cared for them.


We pray for friends who are unwell or recovering from
illness or unable to get to Church and facing new
challenges in their lives. Among them:
Joyce Blake
Kathleen Bonnett
Elizabeth Buchanan
Peter Dainty
Ian & Jean Day
Michael & June Fenn
Mark, Colin & Jean Francis Jan Goodwin & family
Grace Lees
Eva Richardson
John & Judy Rolfe
Ralph & Ros Taylor
David & Pamela Rogers
Pam & Alan Twamley
Maureen Wayman
We also remember Gladys Cummings, Margaret Frost and Gwen Simmonds
at Northumberland Avenue and Ivy Foreman and Gill Flower at Thurston.
During August and September please find time to pray for those who live in
these roads close to TrinityAugust
Church Row and St Martins Street
September Looms Lane, Brentgovel Street, Higher and Lower Baxter
Street, Pump Lane and School Hall Lane
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Congratulations

Congratulations to Sam Hufton who has graduated from the University of
Maastricht in Art and Culture and is planning to do a Masters in Politics
at the same University.


We also congratulate Deanna and Vaughan Tong who celebrated their
Golden Wedding Anniversary in July.



Well done to Rebecca Francis, granddaughter of Colin and Jean Francis,
who won the Level 2 Section of the West Suffolk Young Musician of the
Year competition. A great achievement .



It was a bit of a squeeze getting every one into the Church Hall but it was
lovely to see some of the couples whom Rob has married and their children (and expected ones too) at Trinity on Sunday 5th July.



Congratulation to Patricia, mother of Clare Mellor, on reaching her 100th
birthday on the 25th July.

Trinity Women’s Fellowship
Very sad to see you no longer meet because of drastically falling numbers.
This meeting under the leadership of Maureen Wayman was valued for many
years by women (from Trinity and other churches) who were able to join together on a Tuesday afternoon to listen to a speaker and share in a short
service of worship. The group also shared in a Christmas Fair or another
church’s anniversary services. I was never a member but often a speaker
and I know of the warmth of welcome there was from that group; and their
joy in singing hymns accompanied by a variety of pianists, including Joyce
Blake and Jean Watson.
Thanks to you all for keeping the fellowship alive.

Josie Keys

Trinity Open Gardens
A very big thank you to everyone who gave their time in opening
their gardens for this event. Fourteen gardens were open over the four days,
which enabled a magnificent sum of £864-40 to be raised. The money will
be divided to support the work of Christian Aid and its special project for
Maternal and Child Healthcare in Kenya and for Trinity.
A big thank you to all who were able to visit the gardens and give so generously.
David Wakeford
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From Nicky Crouch………...
Foolish decisions can sometimes have no regrets
In January this year I foolishly agreed to walk 52 miles
in 24 hours. I walk every day so how hard can it really
be? Turns out very hard!!
On Saturday 20th June I was part of a 4 person team at
the start line of our walk along the Ridgeway in Oxfordshire. We set off at 2pm in glorious weather and high spirits. As the humidity rose our energy fell and we were initially pleased when it started to rain.
The rain came with storms and we were treated to a 3 hour downpour. We
soldiered on to our first checkpoint and with a clap of thunder over our
head began to question why we were doing this!
On we pushed after checkpoint 1 and the sun came out. We were rewarded with a fabulous evening weather wise with gorgeous scenery and our
spirts were back up – hurrah!! As night fell the aches set in and we were all
thankful to get to checkpoint 2. We had been walking for 26 miles and had
reached the halfway point by 11pm. We devoured a hot meal and treated
our blisters before pushing on into the night. At 4am we reached checkpoint 3 just as the sun came up. It was Father’s Day!
The chalk hills started to take their toll on us in the next stage. It was at
this point when the words of my daughter Izzy helped me through. She told
me that, when I struggled, to look around me and see God’s hand and let
his strength and happiness help me to complete the journey. Boy was she
right!
The final checkpoint arrived and my team had to retire. The wet feet in
stage 1 had left them with horrendous blisters. I had to join another team
in order to finish the walk and God blessed me with an amazing group of
people that got me through the last 8 miles. This last stretch had the
steepest hills and by this stage every joint was aching. I had lots of conversations with God at this point and promised him that I wouldn’t let him
down – after all he hadn’t let me know.
As I crossed the finish line after twenty-one and a half hours l knew I had
completed the toughest thing I had ever done but I do not have a single regret. We are still getting donations in but we are nearing £2,000 without
gift aid, which is adding another £300 at the moment. All in aid of Sense.
Thank you to everyone who sponsored me, prayed for me and inspired me.
Nicky Crouch
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From Northumberland Avenue…………..
Our Gift Day with Coffee Morning held on the 20th
June raised a magnificent total of £672.96p. Thank
you to all who supported this event.
We have arranged for more ‘Future Events ‘ and ask
that you will keep the date in mind so that you can come and join us.
- Holy Beetle Drive in aid of Action for Children-Wednesday, 19th August,
2.30pm.
- Church open for Cyclists and Walkers-Saturday, 12th September.
- Womens’ Fellowship restarts after summer break—Wednesday, 9th September, 2.30pm.
- Harvest Festival-Sunday, 27th and Monday, 28th September.
Additionally, the Church Council will meet on Monday, 19th October, 2.00pm,
and The Autumn Fayre will be held on Saturday, 14th November.
Jean Watson
Bury St Edmunds Fairtrade Partnership
We are pleased to announce that our application for Bury
St Edmunds to become a Fairtrade Town has been approved by the Fairtrade Foundation.
A great deal of work has been done by members of the
Partnership to achieve this status. We move forward, so
watch this space!
Please support Fairtrade wherever possible, enabling Farmers and Growers
to get a better deal for their products. Supermarket price wars and looming
changes to EU sugar tariffs are making life more difficult for the Foundation.
Donations to the Foundation fell 13% last year while sales of Fairtrade
goods dipped 3.7% to £1.67bn during 2014.
For further information about Fairtrade or the Bury Fairtrade Partnership
please do speak to me.
David Wakeford
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The 2015 Methodist Conference held in Southport, Lancashire
A Brief Summary
PEOPLE
The new President Steve Wild (Chair of the Cornwall District) and Vice President Gill Barber (Project
Director at Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum of Primitive Methodism) were inducted. Their emphasis will be on Mission and Heritage. They make a lively and enthusiastic duo.
The Reverend Roger Walton (Chair of West Yorkshire District) and Rachel Lampard (leader of the
Churches’ Joint Public Issues Team) were elected next year’s President and Vice-President.
The Reverend Gareth Powell was inducted as the new Secretary of Conference (he was Assistant Secretary)
The names of 82 presbyters were read at the service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance. 78 presbyters and 6 deacons were allowed to retire. (including Hilary Smith and myself) 47 presbyters and 9
deacons were ordained in Southport and Linacre in Liverpool and the Cathedrals at Chester, Blackburn and Liverpool.
ENGAGING WITH THE WORLD
Conference expressed its continued concern at the increasing use of food-banks and the negative
portrayal of benefit claimants. Notices of Motion concerning the Tunisian terror attack, Christians under threat in various parts of the world, the value of human life, migrating people and sanctuary, were
adopted.
The Marriage and Relationship task group will report to the 2016 Conference. It is looking at how
Methodists can live with contradictory convictions. The 3Generate (Youth Conference) report revealed
how the Church is lagging far behind its young people in the way that it is its thinking about matters
like LGBT [Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender] relationships, marriage, cohabitation, pornography.
Next year’s report will be very interesting.
Around £1billion of Methodist money is invested in stocks, shares, bonds and other schemes. This
money comes from individual churches and circuits, as well as national funds. All the money is invested in line with ethical principles.
Conference reviewed two Joint Advisory Committee on Ethics and Investment (JACEI) reports. Despite
continuing flouting of international agreements on the marketing of baby milk substitutes and concern about climate change, JACEI recommended continued investment in Nestle and fossil fuel providers as it was felt better to exercise influence from within rather than divest.
BEING METHODISTS
A report on Issues of Connexionalism in the 21st Century was commended for further study and reflection. There was some criticism that the consultation was skewed towards people who were already in
the Connexional loop. Difficulties of maintaining circuit and district structures and weakening ties to
the Conference were perceived as putting Connexionalism under pressure and the problem probably
understated. Later in the week the Secretary of Conference emphasized the importance of understanding that the “Connexion” involves everyone – not just the officers. There was also a debate
about improving the representativeness of Conference.
I expressed concern about the availability of future diaconal appointments, the well-being and wholeness of the order and the delay in relocating the order in London.
A Notice of Motion inviting Conference to move to triennial statistical reporting was not accepted because it was argued that reducing the frequency of reporting would not allow trends to be identified.
This still leaves the question as to what the numbers are for?
Next year’s Conference will be in London where we hope and pray that Rita Carr will be ordained.

Rob Hufton -13th July, 2015
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Short Story
Broken Dreams—or World Weary?
He slept only fitfully now, drifting in and out of dreams, the shifting scenes
of his past more vivid than the present time. He was reliving the happy
spring time of his life.
Oh to be young and in the full vigour of youth! The world was full of wonder.
He ran untiringly through fresh green forests, listened to the rustling of
nesting birds, climbed rocks to watch the swallows swooping in the azure
sky. He could hear the susurration of a myriad insects, delighting in the
butterflies flickering amongst the rainbow colours of the flowers. A stream
splashed and gurgled as it rippled over stones and he saw dark fish gliding
sinuously through the water. Then he jumped into the stream, splashing
the cool water about him, stirring a pattern of rainbows as the flying water
caught the sunlight. Why had he not been content with the Earth as it was
in all its sweet delight? Why did he crave for the company of humans?
As he pondered on this, his dreams changed and he began to re-live that
harrowing time when he heard that his son had been captured by fascists.
His son, the apple of his eye, whom he knew as well as himself! But he
could only blame himself for being the one who had asked him to go to that
barbarous country on business! He’d known the risks: why did he insist
that only his boy could act as an envoy to set things right? The country had
always had a reputation for unrest and foul play.
Well, he’d been wrong to send him. His son had angered those in power
and soon the government wanted to get rid of him. Despite the
condemnation in the media, he knew his son was innocent of the trumped
up charges against him. In no time at all and before he could use his considerable influence, news came that the mockery of a trial was over……his
son was condemned to die! It was some comfort to him, as a father, to
know that the boy’s mother was with him, as well as the few remaining
friends: who hadn’t made themselves scarce. Nevertheless, they had to
disguise themselves and watch only from a safe distance as he was hauled
out to the shame of a public execution. How his persecutors must have
gloated over the humiliation of their prisoner! The remembered pain of it all
was too much to bear and he firmly shut down the agonizing memory,
Yet the dream that follows disturbs him again. The sky darkens. He is moving along a highway. Slow moving vehicles piled high with the sad, bundled
remains from people’s homes are edging out of a devastated city. Sirens
wail: women howl for the loss of loved ones. Above helicopters swoop
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menacingly over the fleeing populace. The city is bombarded with shells, red
flashes light up the night sky, the air is acrid with smoke and the stench of
death.
He sees maimed children lying in the rubble of their ruined homes, crying
for their dead mothers. Flies swarm around their emaciated bodies: their
pleading eyes are huge in their thin faces. Help never comes, for the
hospitals have been bombed. He yearns to intervene, to put an end to the
misery.
He weeps into his gnarled hands, remembering his own dead son and all the

wars that have been waged in this god forsaking world. On his bent shoulders he bears the unending woes of a proud, intolerant world.
Once upon a time he too had been guilty of anger and impatience because
things were not going to plan. He had threatened those he loved but in the
nick of time he’d rescued a few true souls and realised, none too soon, that
those with great power must exercise restraint in the use of it. The Ancient
of Days sighed and shifted in his sleep.
He’d grown used to the idea that he was now a nonentity, except to a
growing band of fanatics, who dared to wage war in his name under a false
banner. His very existence had been disproved by rationalists. Learned
scientists had not found one single particle pointing to his existence! How
he’d chuckled at this non-discovery! Oh the arrogance of the human race!
He’d given them freedom but they’d misused it, multiplying the inhuman
race uncontrollably: exploiting their knowledge to extract fuel in dangerous
ways from the good earth, polluting the air they breathed with their engines
on land, sea and sky.
Now a wry smile glimmered fleetingly in the deep shadows of his face: for
he still retained a hint of the humour shown in his creativity. “Oh my
God”!....”Why is it that humans deny me but use my name endlessly in
oaths and exclamations?” His musings had shaken him into consciousness.
He found himself alone as usual: sitting in the large black Mastermind chair
that dominated his laboratory. Joyfully he remembered the first time he’d
pressed the special lever which set everything in motion. Oh Boy! That incredible explosion, the huge spinning rocks racing across space, the whirling colours of the stars and the great molten orb at the heart of it all! How
wondrous it had been! He thought again of the emerging species in all their
variety on that little blue planet which meant so much to him.
(cont’d)
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(cont’d)
“Ah----Where did it all go wrong?” Tired out by thinking, the God of creation
was falling asleep again. He slipped further down into the recesses of his
great chair and as he did so, his trembling, aged hand accidentally knocked
against the lever……………
Anne Bloomfield

Tuesday Group
The 2015/16 Session of Tuesday Group begins on September 15th with our
usual service. We will continue to meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every
month at 7.45pm in the LOUNGE at Trinity until July 2016. We would love to
see members previous and new, you will be made very welcome – please
come back those who took a year out, “all is forgiven”.
We are planning a very interesting programme, ranging from Bury’s part in
Magna Carta with a member of the National Committee, to How Winch and
Blatch became a capsule super store, and Punch and Judy made it to New
Zealand! The Annual membership fee is only £10 including refreshments,
and the more people who join the better the programme can be.
We now have a co-ordinator, who this year is Pat Blakey, instead of a Chairman, which means we have a variety of members who have volunteered to
lead each evening, giving our sessions a more personal touch. We will be
supporting the co-ordinator’s choice of charity with a bring & buy.
More information and programme when bookings completed.
Audrey Hodson – Programme Secretary

Copy for FORUM October—November 2015
Please send articles, preferably by email, to:
Trinityforum@aol.co.uk, or leave in the Forum pigeon hole on the
Church landing no later than: SUNDAY 20th SEPTEMBER
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Keep the date free……………..
Welcome Service for Revd Debbie Borda
Sunday, 30th August: Circuit Welcome Service for the Revd Debbie Borda.
Tea will be served at 4.30pm, followed by the Service at 6pm. All are welcome.
First Service at Trinity
Sunday 5th September, 10.00am: Revd Debbie Borda will lead her first Service as Minister at Trinity Methodist Church.
Suffolk Historic Churches Trust
Saturday, 12th September: the Suffolk Historic Churches’ Trust Sponsored
Cycle Ride will take place. A number of historic and interesting places in
and around Bury St Edmunds will be open to the public.
TREATS
Saturday 12th September, 7.30pm: TREATS will meet again after their summer break. All with an enthusiasm for trains or none will be made very welcome. The autumn program will explore Railways of the Commonwealth. Further meetings to be held on Saturday, 10th October, 14th November and
12th December, 2015.
John Davies
Circuit Meeting
Thursday, 17th September, 7.30pm: the Circuit Meeting will be held at
Christchurch, Needham Market.
Harvest Celebrations
Saturday, 26th September: the Harvest Supper will be held at Trinity, with
the Harvest Festival planned for Sunday, 27th September at 10.00am. Further information will be posted in the Trinity Notices nearer the time.
Church Council
Thursday, 22nd October, 7.30pm: Church Council Meeting will be held.
Film and Food Evening
Saturday, 31st October: Trinity Film and Food Festival will be held. This popular event is hosted by TOCT and further details will be given in due course.
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