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Sunrise Service at Culford on the 16th April @ 6.00am
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Trinity Methodist Sunday Services April—May 2017
Morning Service @ 10.00am
2nd April
Sunday

Mrs Ruth Logan

9th April

Revd Debbie Borda
4.00pm

Passion
Palm Sunday

Messy Church

16th April

Revd Debbie Borda

23rd April

Mr Harry Chicken

30th April

Local Arrangement

Holy Communion

Easter Sunday

6.00pm Revd Debbie Borda Reflective Service
7th May

Revd Debbie Borda

14th May

Mrs Carol Colton
4.00pm

21st May

Holy Communion

Messy Church

Revd Debbie Borda
6.00pm Circuit Service at Bradfield Methodist Church

28th May

Revd Vaughan Tong
6.00pm Revd Debbie Borda Reflective Service

EASTER DAY

16th April @ 10.00 a.m.

We celebrate that Christ is risen with a service of Holy
Communion.
During Lent we have had a cross in the sanctuary
which was made from our Christmas Tree, we would like
to bring the cross alive so if you are able please bring
along a few flowers to add to the cross during the Easter
Service.
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Revd Debbie Borda writes ………………
Dear Friends
As I write this letter we have had the terrible news of the
attack in Westminster, London. Innocent lives lost as they went
about their day. In such a short time great carnage
ensued and lives have been changed. We pray for all of those
who have been affected in any way, especially those who have
lost their lives. The Methodist Central Hall, Westminster and the London
District of the Methodist Church have offered the following prayer in response to the events in Westminster:
Loving Creator God,
In the midst of chaos and uncertainty, grant your peace.
To those injured and frightened by events in Westminster, grant your
healing.
To the police, those who work in Parliament
and members of the public, grant your protection.
May those who are motivated by hate be transformed by love.
May those who care for a broken world by strengthened by love.
May we be guided by your Spirit as we try to find words of comfort
and be guided in our actions by the example of your Son, Jesus Christ,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.
We find it extremely hard to understand such atrocities, why would anyone
want to take another person’s life, what is there to gain from it? However,
we certainly won’t allow ourselves to be hidden away by fear.
Jesus was to give his life in such an awful death, again for no reason except
he was good and he spoke out in defiance against injustice. As we celebrate Easter this year we remember all who have died, those at Westminster
and our own families and friends and we are reminded that darkness can
never overcome the light. Jesus went ahead to show the way, he would die
an awful death but through the resurrection he gives us hope with the gift of
eternal life.
This year I know that we have struggled as we have lost many dear members
and friends but I pray that we will not be afraid, we will always remember all
that Jesus has done for us and we will walk in strength and in faith.
Happy Easter

Debbie
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News of the Church Family
During February and March please find time to pray for those
who live in these roads close to Trinity:April - Long Brackland including St. Edmunds Place
May - Cannon Street and Cannonfields
THE POWER OF PRAYER
The day was long, the burden I had born
Seemed heavier than I could longer bear.
And then it lifted - but I did not know
Someone had knelt in prayer;
Had taken me to God that very hour.
We cannot tell how often as we pray
For some bewildered one, hurt and distressed,
The answer comes, but many times those hearts
Find sudden peace and rest.
Someone prayed, and Faith, a reaching hand,
Took hold of God, and brought him down that day!
Trinity Prayer Circle
Should you wish us to pray for someone, then the Prayer Circle would be glad
to do this. This group is a ‘First Response’ team for peoples’ prayer needs
and is not solely for the use of Trinity members. Prayer requests may also be
hung on the Prayer Tree for inclusion in Sunday morning worship before being circulated to the Prayer Network for further prayer during the week. Prayer requests are confidential within the group. We simply email requests to
you or telephone via a network of members.
Email : db@wakeford1942.plus.com or Tel: 01284 787660
To all friends at Trinity
Thank you for all your messages of sympathy, kind words,
flowers and prayers which have given me strength on the sad
and sudden death of Brian. A very special thank you to
Debbie for leading the Services and her kindness. I’d like to
extend my thanks to David for the beautiful organ music,
Anne and all her team for the lovely refreshments, and Margaret and Clare
for making sure I was ok, calling round and running me around etc.
Grateful thanks to you all if not mentioned individually, you know who
you are, it is very much appreciated.
Kind Regards Margaret Colman
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Editorial
The clocks have just gone forward, we have passed
the equinox and daylight hours now exceed those of
darkness. Spring is here, and there are those long,
balmy summer evenings to look forward to. Well,
maybe!
In this edition there is a very interesting account
from Len Raven about his childhood(p15/16). He
spent nearly twelve years in a Children’s HomeBeckett House in Edgworth, Lancashire-and clearly has very fond memories
of it. It is in a beautiful part of the country and Len still regards Lancashire
as home.
Andrew Walker and Clare Mellor have some important questions to ask of
the Church on p14/15. At the centre of their concerns, their night-time worryings, is the future of Trinity, which is approaching a crisis point. The age
profile, the falling numbers, the lack of young people and families, are
serious issues. The distribution of Forum to members and adherents has
fallen by a third over the four years that we have been editors. There are no
easy answers, but Andrew and Clare raise important questions.
Thinking of summer, see p.17 about a daytrip to Cromer on the 20th July.
Do feel free to tear the page out and return to Lynda Moore!
Wishing you a Happy Easter,
Keith and Catherine Reynolds
.

TENEBRAE SERVICE
Maundy Thursday 13th April 7.30 pm. at Trinity
Tenebrae is the Latin word for darkness and the
service is an adaption from an early 4th Century act of
worship of the same name..
During the service we listen to the story of the last hours of Jesus’ life
extinguishing candles to symbolise the enveloping darkness. Then the
Christ candle is put out, leaving near total darkness – and near total devastation. We are trying to understand and to recreate the betrayal, abandonment and agony of the events; and it is left unfinished, because the
story isn’t over until Easter Day when we relight the candle pointing to the
renewal of Hope and the emergence of New Life at Easter.
I hope you will want to share in this Holy Night. God bless
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From Revd Peter Dainty …………
The Great Divide
Luke 16: 19-31
The rich man feasted all the day long,
while the poor man lay at his door.
The rich man’s body was sleek and fat,
while the poor man’s was thin and sore.
The rich man’s clothes were costly and fine
but the poor man’s were dirty and worn.
O save us, Lord, from this great divide
into which rich and poor are born.
May we who are rich learn to share our wealth
with the poor who lie at our gate;
and use our abundance for everyone’s good,
before we discover too late
that the time has come when the great divide,
that separates rich from poor,
has become the divide between heaven and helland we’re the wrong side of the door.
Lord, help us to pull all the barriers down
that threaten our social health:
the walls of colour and sex and creed,
of nationhood and of wealth.
Prevent us from turning the human race
to a warring and cancerous cell,
which reduces the planet to nuclear dust
in the fires of a man-made hell.
We’ve failed to respond to your message of doom
in all that the prophets have said;
but now, in your mercy, you’ve sent us new hope,
through the preacher who rose from the dead.
May we hear his voice; may we follow his way;
may we learn what leads to peace;
may his beautiful Kingdom of justice and love
for ever and ever increase.
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Scribbles from the Senior Steward ………………….
Dear Friends
I trust you are enjoying the springtime when newness is all around us, and
for some it will be - a new husband or wife, a new baby, a new job, a new
home, a new holiday venture - I could go on and on, the list is endless and
we look forward to new opportunities the Church will have in serving others.
The very generous gifts we received on our Church Anniversary and Gift
Day will help to do this, so grateful thanks to you all.
What form will these ventures take? Will it depend on the age or circumstances of those around us? If we concentrate on age, because I used to
live in Shakespeare Avenue, I have in mind what William Shakespeare mentioned in his play ‘As You Like It’. He wrote about the Seven Ages of Man
(the seventh is death), but I think the Church should consider just Five Ages
which are:
i) Toddlers
ii) First School
iii) Teenagers
iv) Adults
v) Pensioners.
You may say we already care for Pensioners with the Lunch Club, Adults
with the Tuesday Group and the other three with Messy Church, but I feel
we should concentrate even more on the young folk of our town. Are you familiar with these words from the musical ‘South Pacific’?
You’ve got to be taught before it’s too late
Before you are six or seven or eight…………..
In the Good News Bible and Book of Proverbs Chapter 22, verse 6 we find
these words:
‘Teach children how they should live, and they will remember it all their
lives”.
The children of today will become the Church of tomorrow. They must be
carefully taught. May God’s richest blessings be with you in the days to
come.
John Davies
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Christian Aid Week 14 – 20 May 2017
Did you know that your emergency help to Christian
Aid is worth seven times more before a disaster than
during it? By improving infrastructure, building reservoirs in drought prone areas and stronger, safer
homes in earthquake and hurricane prone areas, and
training local people in first aid, many more lives can be saved.
Unfortunately Christian Aid has suffered a triple whammy this year. There is
widespread famine, the worst for 60 years, in South Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Nigeria and Kenya and parts of the Middle East; refugees continue to
pour out of Syria and Iraq; and the fall in the value of the pound means that
the money we do give is now worth less in the rest of the world. This means
that our fundraising is even more desperately needed. Ironically it is also
the 60th Anniversary of Christian Aid Week!
So could you help in some way this year? Last year Trinity raised an amazing £1801.34, most of it from the house-to-house collection. Would you
consider collecting this year?
The Christian Aid Service is being held on Sunday, May 14 th at Horringer
Parish Church. The speaker is Simon Snell, Christian Aid’s Co-ordinator for
East Anglia, who will talk about his recent trip to Kenya.
Deanna Tong (01284-725882)

REBELLION!
This photo of some members of TOCT was taken in the
kitchen of the Hyndman Centre, part of St Peters Church.
We were catering for a 60th birthday party. Not shown in
the photograph is the instigator of this act of rebellion,
Mrs Janice Davies. Is this why we are non –conformist?
Anne Dean

Trinity House Groups - David Wakeford—Tel: 01284 787660
Eastgate House Group: the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month-10.30am,
meeting at Eastgate House.
Springfield House Group: the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month-7.30pm
at various locations.
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Trinity Quiz Nig
A study in con
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Jenny Benfield revisits Nigeria in February 2017
Update on Ogoli-Ugboju Hospital
A long minibus journey from the capital, Abuja - and 8 hours later we arrived in OgoliUgboju to the sound of the marching band of
the Boys’ Brigade, dressed in full regalia. We
were escorted on to the hospital
compound and greeted by a crowd who, as
usual, had been waiting hours for our
arrival. Pupils from the Methodist Primary
and Secondary Schools, the Women’s Fellowship, Community and Church leaders were all
there and Bishop Peter welcomed us on behalf of everyone.
After being entertained with singing and
dancing, we went on a tour of the hospital
and were very pleased to see the progress. A
block of staff accommodation has been built
(and is nearing completion) with 4 small residences and toilet facilities. There is a resident doctor,
nursing staff (not fully qualified) and 2 laboratory technicians, whom we were able to present with a refurbished microscope from the UK. I left a bag of woolly
hats and cot blankets for the babies.

One joy was to see a new born baby, who was one day
old. The mother was called Elizabeth, but the baby
won’t be named until it is 8 days old.
The mortuary is still providing a real service to the community, who would otherwise have to travel about 30
miles to the nearest town. In fact the building is already
too small for the demand – people are having to be turned away because of
lack of space. It is also a good source of income for the hospital, which continues to need funds from outside.
Our thoughts centre around the concerns of the doctor. There is a lack of
money to keep a stock of drugs, so he often finds himself writing prescriptions
for people to go and buy their medicines elsewhere. He has limited surgical
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skills and is in the difficult situation of having his wife and family living about 5 hours
away in Enugu. It is hard to work in the rural area, far from home, with very limited
career prospects.
Please remember him and the outreach of
the hospital in your prayers.
Thank you all so much for your keen interest and support, which has helped Ogoli-Ugboju Hospital to survive and
move on. Thank you also to all the knitters. I delivered 2 bags of hats to another small hospital – the doctor was delighted because he had run out of
supplies.
Jenny Benfield
Nigeria Health Care Project

News from Northumberland Avenue……..
Future Dates
Sunday 2nd April
Friday 14th April
Sunday 23rd April

3.00pm: an invitation from St George’s for “Music
for Passiontide” by The Mead Singers
6.30pm: Good Friday Service at Northumberland
Avenue
10.30am : 53rd Church Anniversary Service,
60th Anniversary from the beginnings at the hut

Sunday 14th May
60th Anniversary Service of Women’s fellowship
Saturday 20th May Wesley Historical Society at Swanton Abbot
Saturday 20th May Northumberland Avenue Ploughman’s Lunch & Quiz
Women’s Fellowship Wednesdays at 2.30pm
April 5th
Revd Debbie Borda
May 3rd
April 10th to be arranged
May 12th
April 17th Revd Mary Playford
May 19th
April 24 th Members afternoon
May 26th
April 31 st Lunch

John Stemp – Music
No Meeting
Heather Corbell
Members afternoon
MWiB District Day at
Downham Market

For further information please contact Jean Watson - 01284 754597
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From Andrew Walker and Clare Mellor ………….
Questions to be asked?
Do you lie awake at night worrying about what the legacy of Trinity B St E
will be in 7 years time? How can we guarantee a living, vibrant church for
the next generation? This article is the result of Andrew’s and my night-time
‘worryings’.
We have realised something quite remarkable during our short time as part
of the congregation - that there are people who have ALWAYS worshipped
there and nowhere else - what a sense of continuity. Then there are people
like Andrew and me who have been stalwarts of several other congregations until landing at Trinity. We also notice that a lot of the “always” congregation do not actually live within the Bury town, that extremely few really local people are part of the congregation and so when anyone talks about being part of the community we wonder what this means? Is it a geographical
community or the sense of community brought about by “belonging”?
This leads on to another point, when A and I arrived no-one asked us why
we had chosen Trinity. Was there an assumption because Andrew is a lifelong member of the Methodist Church that there was little deciding to be
done!? We think more questions need to be asked of each other as well as
of any new people visiting, as a HR director once said “never forget the 6
wise men, who, how, why, where, what and when”.
This analysis of who we are now is necessary if the reality of the current situation is to be faced with courage and optimism. Of course it is stating the
obvious that the numbers situation at Trinity is not unique to our congregation, however Andrew and I are increasingly frustrated when we see other
churches in the area really trying to lay foundations for progress and do not
see this happening with any sense of urgency at Trinity. It has to be
acknowledged that there are thriving existing churches and new ones arriving all the time. Surely it is time for some real “Blue Sky” thinking? So here
are some of those 6 wise men questions;







Was Trinity involved in any of the preparation of the Bury 2031 Vision
document?
Have we been involved in any of the planning discussions about all the
new housing developments, have we campaigned that a church be included as part of these new communities?
Are we involved as a congregation in the discussions about the Town
centre plan, what is our collective vision?
Is Trinity Church B St E, the building or the people? WWJD?
Does Manchester hinder our thinking or decision making?
14




Have we visited other denominational churches?
Is the usual five-year turnover of Ministers a hindrance to our taking
charge of our long-term future?

We would like to end with a story about St Andrew’s M C in Basingstoke; The
church had been founded in the 1950’s in the centre of a housing estate,
with a conventional church building added in 1965. By the time Andrew had
joined in 1995 the congregation was dwindling and the local community
were not as engaged as previously. The writing was on the wall, there was
concrete fatigue, not enough people to do all the jobs, no children, and even
upgrading the toilets did not attract any new members, even the drama
group had disbanded.
So instead of closing-up shop a brave decision was made, diplomacy skills
came to the fore and after a huge amount of legal wrangling and emotional
energy the church was …demolished. The land was sold and the proceeds
used to build a new church, a doctors’ surgery and community centre all on
the same site to serve the local community as it expanded. So because St.
Andrew’s congregation were part of the whole development process the
church has survived and thrives.
Andrew Walker and Clare Mellor

From Len Raven………………
Memories of growing up at Beckett House, Edgworth, from 1939-1950
In early 1939 my sister Rita,5, and myself,3, were sent up to Edgworth in
Lancashire. Rita was put into Hanworth House and I was put into Beckett.
Beckett House consisted of 24 boys and 2 Sisters and the boys ranged in
age from 15, down to me,3, nearly 4. Both Sisters, the Ashtons, who were
related to each other, were strict but fair. The Governor of the branch was Mr
Edward ‘Ted’ Shutt. He was also a strict disciplinarian but was very keen on
sport and sporting facilities were excellent. Academically I was no more than
average, but sport was my main interest. Apart from inter-house matches we
competed against local teams.
Edgworth is fairly remote, out on the Pennine Moors some 1,000ft above
sea level, and the local village, also called Edgworth, is about one mile downhill. So you can imagine how we looked forward to the snow in winter where
we were lucky to have some very good toboggan runs to our
homemade toboggans.
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On leaving school at 14 years old, we had a year doing work experience
before leaving the branch. I hadn’t a clue what I wanted to do. There were
several skills available on the branch such as farming, market gardening,
painting and decorating, engineering, dairy work, shoe repairing, carpentry,
bakery and so on. The girls trained in office administration, dress-making
and repairing, laundry, cooking and bakery. I chose painting and decorating
but, as it happened, my heart wasn’t in it and I decided to join the RAF as a
Boy Entrant and Engine Mechanic, which meant 18 months at training
school.

Having been cossetted in the Children’s Home for nearly 12 years, I found
out fairly quickly that I had a lot to learn-not only technically, but about the
outside world and how much I was going to miss Edgworth. When it came to
holidays, while others went home to their families and asked me about my
home and family, I would be economic with the truth in case I got ridiculed.
Fortunately, Edgworth always welcomed Old Boys and Girls back to stay, of
which I always took advantage.
My sister Rita left the home 2 or 3 years before me and went to Australia on
the Assisted Passage Scheme with Sister Olive Matthews in charge and
several other NCH children. Rita died about 10 years ago in Australia.
Should anyone ask me where my home was before Bury St Edmunds, I
would always say Lancashire. In fact, although I am now in my eighties, I
shall be going back there with my family at the end of March (2017) to
reminisce. The countryside is also beautiful. I still give talks about the
origins of the NCH and Edgworth, alongside a young lady from Action for Children, to Methodist Churches and anyone who wants to hear us.

When I return to Edgworth and see the changes inside Beckett House, which
is now privately owned and occupied by a family of two adults and their two
children, I see they have done a fantastic job. Inside it is unrecognisable
from the home I knew, and yet outside it’s the same stone work that the 24
boys and 4 girls that Dr Thomas Bowman Stephenson sent under the responsibility of Alfred Mager to Edgworth to help build in 1872.
When you consider in those days they had no mechanical tools, no transport
to ‘wheel’ the quarried stone half a mile down the hill over peat boggy
ground, they and the labour masters have my highest admiration. What an
achievement; in my time there, Edgworth housed approximately 300 happy
children.
Len Raven
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Trinity Methodist Church
invites you to
JOIN THEM AT CROMER
Thursday 20 July Coach trip and
pier show
Coach departs Ram Meadow at 10.30 am
Arrive Cromer in time for lunch, picnic or paddle
2.30 Matinee Performance of the superb End of Pier Show
Return Ram Meadow by 7.00 pm
Cost £32 per person
In addition should you wish you can pre-book lunch on the pier
for £13.95 OR fish and chips in the cafe for £10.00, both incl hot
drink.
Please complete the form below, and return it with your cheque
made out to Trinity Methodist Church to Lynda Moore by 31 May.
Please reserve me . . . . places on the Cromer outing for me and
(names)
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . @£32 each .
£. .
I would also like to book:
Lunch for . . . persons at the Pier @ £13.95 each
£..
Fish & chips for . . . persons at the cafe @ £10.00 each £ . .
I/We will arrange our own lunch – tick here 
Please make cheque payable to Trinity Methodist Church
TOTAL ………. . . . . . . .
Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
My contact phone number is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Return to: Lynda Moore (01359 241534) - at Trinity or mail
11 Saffrons Close Woolpit Suffolk IP30 9RA
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Trinity Away Day

TRINITY HOME AND GARDEN
WELCOME WEEKENDS.

th

13 May 2017 at
Assington Hall
10.00a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

An opportunity to visit, relax and
share with others in the gardens
or
homes of Trinity members.
Friday and Saturday 28th and 29th
July. 10am- 4pm
Friday and Saturday 18th and 19th
August 10am-4pm.

INVISIBLE WE SEE

YOU

If you would like provide
hospitality
for all or part of the weekends,
please speak to David Wakeford.

I hope you will be able to join us for our awayday at
Assington Hall, a wonderful place to share together
and with grounds to explore, as we grow together in
God’s love. We shall be looking at how God appears
to us and to people of the past, so please bring along
something that speaks to you of the presence of God
Let David Wakeford know if you are able to come.

More details and offer forms
available from 1st June
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Dates for your Diary ………….
Sunday 2nd April @ 3.00pm
Concert performed by the Aquarius Singers at Trinity Methodist Church.
Thursday 13th April @ 7.30pm
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service at Trinity.
Friday 14th April @ 9.30am
Good Friday Reflection At URC Whiting Street. A short Service, followed by a
walk of witness from the Cathedral leading to the Market Square.
Sunday April 16th @ 6.00am
Sunrise Service at Culford School.
Sunday April 16th @ 10.00am
Easter Day Service at Trinity including Holy Communion.
Saturday 13th May 10.00am
Trinity Away Day at Assington Hall. Cost £6.50 to include refreshments and
drinks. Please bring your own packed lunch. See poster on page 18 for details

Wednesdays June 7th, 14th, 21st
Churches Together Ecumenical Study Groups - 'Becoming a Disciple'. Three
Practical and Challenging Studies on Peter, John and Paul 7.00pm for 730pm, All Saints Church BSE.
Weekly Events at Trinity
Monday
6.00 pm
7.30 pm
Tuesday
7.45 pm
Wednesday
Friday
Saturday

9.00—12.00pm
7.30 pm
12.15 pm

18th Bury St Edmunds Brownies (weekly).
Trefoil Guild (2nd week of each month).
Tuesday Group (1st & 3rd Tuesday of the
month).
TRINITY COFFEE SHOP
Choir Practice.
Seniors Lunch Club (by Registration
please telephone 01284 764514

Copy for FORUM June-July 2017

Please send articles, preferably by email, to: Trinityforum@aol.co.uk, or
leave in the Forum pigeon hole on the Church landing no later than:
SUNDAY 14th May 2017
Distribution date: 1st June 2017
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EASTER SUNDAY SUNRISE SERVICE
&
BREAKFAST
16th April 6.00 a.m. at Culford School
Today we celebrate the risen Lord as we join together for
our sunrise service. This will be followed by breakfast.
All are welcome to join us

Trinity Methodist Church
Brentgovel Street, Bury St Edmunds. IP33 1EB
Website: www.trinitymethodistchurch.org.uk
Printed by: SPC Printers Ltd, Thetford, NORFOLK
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